Indlan Affairs
hugust 17, 1948

¥rs. David M, Hartshorne
Poteau, Oklahoma

Dear Mrs, Hartshorne:

Intholhmdcmmnm,mhm&h-
m,wuamhdpdotnp.

mmdothw-ﬂonofthcﬂhﬂ“ » in behalf
of Mr, J. '. Bel who was Princi-
pal Chief of the Choctaw Indiams.

We have been advised by the Office today that
his appointment has been a period of four
years, beginning iugust 18, The Superintendent
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Peteau, Oklahema
August 9, 1548

Hemerable Carl Albert
House of Represeatatives
Washingten, DeCo

Dear 8ir:

Your help is requested ia securing the immediate appeintmexnt eof
Harry JoWe Belvia as Prineipal Chief ef the Chectaws.

: An olectien was held ia the Cheetaw Natiem em Jume 21, 1548 in
accerdanee with and by the autherity ef the Departmeat ef the Iaterier
and the Bureau of Indiam Affairs fer selectien ef a Chectaw Chief by
the Cheetaw peeple. The electien was a free and fair electien. The
Cheotaw peeple definitely imdisated their cheiee of a Primeipal Chief
by giving Harry J.We Belvia mere tham eme-third ef all the vetes cast
in a field ef seven camdidates.

As the imoumbemt Primeipal Chief ef the Cheetaws, William As Durant,
diod em August 1, 1948; we the undersigmed emrelled Cheetaws by bleed
urge that the will ef the Chectaw peeple as expressed em Jume 21, 1948
mow De fulfilled im the immediate qp:l.nhnt of nu-ry JeWe Belvia as
Priacipal Chief ef the Chectaws.

In advane we thamk yeu fer amny assistance ysu may give us,




