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SUEJECT: CODEL MCCURDY'S MEETING WITH GAM LEADERS
1. SUMMARY. CODEL MCCURDY HET WITK MUTUAL SUPPORT
GROUP LEXDERS NINETH DE GAYCIA /KD ISABEL DE CASTANON
OK JUNE 2. KRS, GERC!A AND MRS. CASTANON TOLD THE
CODEL THAT THE MUTUAL SUPPCRT GROUF IS AN ORGANIZATION
OF RELATIVES OF 1,467 "DETAINKED &ND THEN DISAPPEARED"
PECPLE WHICH |S STRUGGLING TO LEARN THE FATE OF IT
MEMBERS” MISSING LOVED ONES. HRS. GARCIA SAID THE GAM
1S A "HUMAKITARLAN, AND NOT & POLITICAL
ORGANIZATICK, " SKE STRTED TEAT THE GAM HAS BEEN
ACCUSED OF TRYING TC DISCREDIT THE CEREZOC GOVERKMENT,
& CHARGE -SKE DENIED. MRS. GARCIA AKD MRS. CASTANOK
SAID THEEY DID NOT KOLD PRESIDENT CEREIO RESPONSIBLE
FCR THE DISAFFEARANCES, EUT THAT AS PRESIDENT HE WAS
RESPONSIELE FOR SEEING THAT "JUSTICE IS DONE." SHE
SAID THE CGAM WANTS FOUR CONCESSIONS FROM THE GOG:
FIRST, THE ESTRELISHMENT OF & CORMISSION TO
INVESTIGATE THE WHEREABOUTS CF THE DISAFPEARED;
SECOND, A REPEAL OF THE AMNESTY DECREE; THIRD,
JUDGEMEKT AND PURISHMEKT OF TROSE RESPONSIELE FOR THE
DISKPPEARANCES; FOURTH, AN OPEN CONDEMNATION BY CEREIO
F THE AUTHORS OF THE DISAPPEARANCES. MRS, GARCIA
ACCUSED THE GUATEMALAN RRMY OF CONDUCTING A
"CESTAEILIZWTION CEMPRIGN™ AIMED AT DISCREDITING AKD
SPLITTING THE GAM. SHE SAID THIS CAMPAIGN WOULD
FRIL, AND THAT THE MILITARY WOULD EE FORCED TO ACT
VIOLENTLY AGAINST THE GAM. SHE APPEALED TO THE
COKGRESSMEN TO HELP GUARANTEE HER SECURITY AND
WELL-BEING. SKE MADE THE SAME APPEAL TO THE CHARGE
AS SHE WAS LEAVING THE MEETING. LATER TRAT DAY, THE
CHARGE CONVEYED USG CONCERN FOR THE SAFETY OF MRS.
GERCIA AND OTHER GAN MEMEERS TO FRESIDENT CEREZO, WHO
ASSURED THE CHARGE THAT HE WSULD DO EVERYTHING HE
COULD TC PROTECT KHRS. GARCIA. END SUMHERY.

2. CODEL MCCURDY MET WITH MUTUAL SUPPORT GROUP (GAM)
LEADERS NIKETH DE GARCIA AND ISAEEL DE CASTAKCK ON
NE 2. MRS, GARCIA AND FRS. CASTANON TOLD THE CODEL
K&T THE GAM IS AN ORGRKIIATION QF RELATIVES OF 1§, 467
DITAIKED END THEN DISAPPEARED PEQPLE™ WKICH IS
STRUGGLING TO LEARN THE WHEREAEQUTS OF ITS MEMEERS
MISSING LOVED CKES, MRS, GARCIA DESCRIBED THE GAM AS
:. "HUNANITARIAK, AND KOT & PCLITICAL ORGANIZATION.®
SEIC THE GAM HAS ETEN ACCUSED OF TRYING TO
REDIT TEE CIVILIAN GOVERNMENT OF VIKICIO CEREIC,
RRGE WAICH SHE DENIED. SHE SAID THE GAM IS NOT
Fr ETING WITH THE GCVERNMENWT, EUT INSTEAD DEMAKDING
L BASIC RIGHKT™ = 7O LEARN THE FATES OF "OUR HUSEBANDS
FATEERS, AND SCNS™ WHO WERE ILLEGALLY DETAINED BY THE
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3. MRS. GARCIA SAID THAT GAM IS NOT OFPOSED TO

PRESIDENT CEREZO, AND THAT IT REALIZES THAT CEREZO IS
KOT RESPONSIBLE FOR THE DISAPPEARANCES OF ITS
MEMEERS’ RELATIVES, HOWEVER, SHE INSISTED THAT AS
PRESIDENT IT IS HIS RESPONSILITY TO SEE THAT "JUSTICE
IS DONE.™ SHE SAID THAT MAKING SUCH & "KUKANITARIAN
CALL® TO THE PRESIDENT IS NOT “ASKING THE
INPOSSIBLE.® SHE POINTED OUT THAT THE GAM IS NOT
“TALKING ABOUT TRASH OR BROOMSTICKS, EUT HUMAN
LIVES." SHE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT SOME OF THE
DISAPPEARED MIGHT BE DEAD, BUT SAID IK THAT CASE THE
GAM WANTS THE “LEGAL STATUS® OF THE DISAPPEARED
CLARIFIED. IN OTHER WORDS, THE GAM WANTS THE GOG TO
ADMIT THAT SCHE OF THE DISARPPEARED ARE DEAD AKD TC
TURN THEIR ECDIES OVER TO THEIR FAMILIES.

4. MRS, CASTANON SAID THE GAM WAKTED FOUR
CONCESSIONS FRCH THE GOG: FIRST, THE ESTABLISHMENT
OF A COMMISSION TO INVESTIGATE THE WHEREREBQUTS AND
FATES OF THE DISAPPEARED; SECOND, A REPEAL OF THE
AMNESTY DECREE; THIRD, JUDGEMENT AND PUNISHMENT OF
THOSE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE DISAPPEARANCES; AND
FIKALLY, A PUBLIC CONDEHNATIOK BY PRESIDENT CEREIO OF
THE AUTHORS OF THE DISAPPEARANCES., SHE ASSERTED THAT
THE GAM HAD “LEGAL AND MORAL AUTHORITY® TQ ASK FCR
THESE "CONCESSIONS. SHE NOTED THAT THE GAM HAD

ALREADY REACHED AGREEHENT WITH THE PRESIDENT ON
FORMATION OF THE CCHHISSION, AKD THRT THE GAM HCPED
FOR A PRECISE AND SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATION" INTO
EACH OF ITS 1,467 CASES OF DISAPPEARANCES.

S. IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION FROM THE CODEL REOUT
THE ORIGINS OF POLITICAL VIOLENCE IN GUATEMALR, HRS.
GARCIA SAID THAT “DISAPPEARING PEOPLE™ EEGAN !N 1366
UNDER THE GOVERNMENT OF GENERAL PERALTA AZUDIA.
SINCE THEN, SHE ASSERTED, 48,088 PEOPLE HRD
“DISAPPEARED. " SHE ATTRIBUTED SUCH POLITICAL
VIOLENCE TO THE “CONCENTRATION OF WEALTH IN THE HEKDS
OF A FEW,"™ INCLUDING FOREIGN BUSINESSES WITH TIES TO
“HONOPOL |ES. ™ SHE ASSERTED THAT SUCH CONCENTRATION
PROVOKED SOCIAL DISTUREANCES, AKD THAT THE WEALTHY
RESPONDED TO THE DEHANDS OF THE POOR WITK VIOLENCE
AND REPRESSION. SHE DESCRIBED THIS VIOLENT RESPONSE
AS "EN UNDECLARED WAR," AND INDICATED THAT HER
HUSEAND AND OTHER MISSING RELATIVES OF GAM MEMBERS
WERE THE VICTIMS OF THIS WAR.

6. REFERRING TO THE CASE OF HER HUSERND, EDGAR
FERNANDO GARCIA, WHC WAS AEDUCTED IN FEBRUARY 1584,
MRS. GARCIA SAID HE WAS A STUDENT AND UKION LERDER
WHO *FOUGHT FOR THE IKTERESTS OF THE WORKING CLASS.*®
SHE SAID HE WAS A LEADER OF THE CAVISA (CENTRAL
AMERICAN GLASS COMPANY) UNION, AND A MEMEER OF ITS
NEGOTIATING COMMITTEE. THE CAVISA UNION HAS BEEN
AFFILIATED WITH THE AUTONOMOUS FEDERATICK OF
GUATEHALAN UNIONS (FASGUR), AN UNDERGROUND LAEOR
CENTRAL WKICH IS THE TRADE UNION RRM OF THE
GUATEMALAN COHMUNIST PARTY (PGT). RCCORDING TO MRS
GARCIA, HER HUSBAND WAS AEDUCTED AKD DISAFPEARED
BECAUSE OF KIS WORK ON THE NEGOTIATING COHHITTEE ON
BEEKALF OF “THE WORKING CLASS.*

7. MRS. GARCIA SAID THAT KER CCUNTRY HAS KCT “KNOWN,
PEACE™ IN HER LIFETIME, SHE ALSO ASSERTED THAT
*DISKPPEARANCES AND KILLINGS CONTINUE™ UNDER THE
CEREZC GOVERNMENT. SHE SAID THAT THERE IS "NO
SECURITY FOR THE PEOPLE"™ iN GUATEMALA, AKD THAT
STUDENT, UKION, AND PEASANT LEADERS ARE SINGLED OUT
FOR ATTACKS. IK HOST COUNTRIES, SHE TOLD THE CODEL,
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PECFLE ARE CONSIDERED INNOCENT UKTIL PROVEN GUILTY. WHAT SHE VIEWS AS THE ECONCHIC AKD SOCIAL CAUSES OF

KOWEVER, IN GUATEHALA PEOPLE ARE GUILTY UNTIL PROVEN THE VIOLEKCE.

IKNOCENT, AND THEY ARE DEAD EY THE TIME THEY ARE

PROVEK INKOCENT. FIKALLY, SHE SPENT A CONSIDERABLE ARMOUNT OF TIHE
DEXYING CHARGES THAT SHE IS ATTEMPTING TO DISCREDIT

8. MRS. GARCIA AND MRS, CASTANON SAID THAT GAM'S THE CIVILIAN GOVERNMENT OF VINICIO CEREZO0. SHE ALSO

ACTIVITIES HAYE UPSET THE GUATEMALAN ARMY, AKD THAT WAS AT PRINS TO DENY CHARGES THAT SHE IS R MARXIST OR

THE MILITARY HAS UNDERTAKEN A “DESTAEILIZATION HAS ANY TIES WITH COMMUNIST GROUPS, IN THE PAST,

CAMPAIGN™ RGAINST THE GAM. ACCORDING TO MRS. MRS. GARCIA HAS FOCUSED MORE ON ATTACKING HILITARY

CASTAKOK, THE ARMY HAS ACCUSED MRS, GARCIA AND THE GOVYERKHENTS THAN DEFENDING HERSELF AND THE GAM. END

GAM OF EEING COMMUNISTS AND OF HAVING TIES TO COMMENT. GAMBLE

"FOREIGK COMMUNIST GROUPS.™ HMRS. CASTANOK DESCRIEED
THIS ATTEMPT TO "DISCREDIT" MRS. GARCIA AS BEIRG
EXTREMELY DANGEROUS, BECAUSE IN GUATEMALA TO CALL A
PERSON A COMMUNIST IS TO "MAKE THEM A TARGET™ FOR
ATTACK. SHE ALSO ACCUSED THE ARMY OF TRYING TO SPLIT
THE GAM AND CONFUSE ITS HEMEERS BY CREATING A GROUF
CALLED THE ORGAMIZATION OF FAMILIES OF THE
DISAPPEARED [(ORFADE). HRS. CASTANON ALLEGED THAT
ORFADE, WHICH SHE SAID IS FICTITIOUS, HAS DISTRIBUTED
FAMPHLETS RCCUSING MRS. GARCIA OF USING THE ANGUISH
OF THE DISAPFERRED FOR HER OWN FINANCIAL GAIN. THE
FAMPRLETS CHARGE HRS. GARCIA WITH USING MONEY THE GAM
KAS RAISED TO FINKANCE TRIFS TO EUROFE AND OTHER
LUXURIES.

§. MRS. GARCIA SAID THE ARHY'S ATTEMPT TO DISCREDIT
AND SPLIT THE GAM WOULD FAIL, AND THEREFORE THE ARMY
WOULD HEVE TC RESORT TO MORE VICLENT HEANS TO REPRESS
TEE GAM. SKE EKDED HER MEETING WITH THE CODEL BY
RPPEALING TO THE HEHEERS OF THE CODEL TO HELP
GUARANTEE HER PERSONAL SAFETY AND THAT OF OTHER
HEREERS OF THE GAM,

1€. SHE MADE THE SAME APPEAL TO THE CHARGE AS SHEBT

WAS LEAVING THE HEETING WITH THE CODEL. LATER THAT
DAY, DURING A MEETING BETWEEN PRESIDENT CEREZO,
AMEASSACOR HABIB, AND THE CHARGE, THE CHARGE CONVEYED
TO THE PRESIDENT USG CONCERN FOR THE SAFETY AKRD
WELL-BEING OF MRS. GERCIA AND ALL THE GAM MEMBERS.
THE PRESIDENT RSSURED THE CHARGE THAT HE WOULD DO ALL
KE COULD TO FROTECT MRS. GARRCIA AND THE GAH

11. COMMENT. AFTER WITNESSING SEVERAL PREVIOUS
PRESENTATIONS TO CODELS, EHEOFFS FIND THE GAM HEETING
WITH COCEL HCCURDY DIFFERENTFROM PREVIOUS BRIEF INGS
FOR CODELS IN THREE SIGNIFICANT AREAS. FIRST, MRS,
GARCIA WAS MUCH LESS EMOTIONAL DURING HER MEETING
WITH COJEL MCCURDY THAN ON PREVIDUS OCCASIONS, AND
DID NOT DIRECTLY CRITICIZE THE EHMEASSY OR THE USG.

IN HER LAST HMEETING WITH R LARGE CODEL, OURING THE
DECEMEER & FRESIDERTIAL RUNOFF ELECTION, MRS. GARCIA
DEVOTED & CONSIDERAELE PORTION OF HER TALK TO
ATTECKING THE EMEASSY’S SUPPORT FOR MILITARY REGIMES
SKE CONSIDERED RESFONSIBLE FOR THE DISAPPEARANCE OF
KER HUSEAND. DURIKG THE DECEMEBER MEETIKG SHE ALSO
EJECTED AN EMEASSY OFFICER FROH THE ROOM WHEN SHE
AKNOUNCED SHE WAKTED 70O SPEAK TO THE CONGRESSHEN AND
SENATORS *IK PRIVATE.* THIS TINME, THREE EHMBASSY
OFFICERS AND THE CHARGE WERE PRESENT THROUGHOQUT HER
FRESENTATIOK. 2

SECOND, THIS RARKED THE FIRST TIHE HRS. GRRCIA HAS
DFFERED & CCOEL &N ANALYSIS OF THE ROOTS OF POLITICAL
YIOLENCE [N GURTEMALA. IN THE PAST. SHE HAS
CONCENTRATED ON THE RESULTS OF PCLITICAL VIOLENCE -
THE DLSAPPELRED FELATIVES OF GAM MEMEERS., DURIKG HER
MEETING ¥ITH CODEL HICURDY, HOWEVER, SHE DELVED IKTO
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