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ACTION H-B3 AND CAPT. DAN ALLEN COMPLETED THE DELEGATION

INFO LOG-88 COPY-@1 RD3-@@ 35-80 ARA-BD  SS0-88 /@14 W 4. AFTER A BRIEF MEETING WITH THE PRESS, THE CODEL

""""""""""" 106885 0319321 /50 WENT TO AMBASSADOR BERGOLD'S RESIDENCE FOR A

0 B21821Z JUN 86 MEETING WITH THE wRBACTADOR AND A LUNCH WITH

FH AREHEASSY MANAGUA LEADERS OF S1X OPPOSITION PARTIES. DURING THE.

T0 SECSTATE WASHDC IMHEDIATE D2%@ LUNCH, MEMEERS OF THE CODEL HAD THE OPPORTUNITY *

INFO CONTADORA COLLECTIVE INMEDIRTE TO QUESTION THE OPPOZITION PARTY HEMBERS EBOUT

USCINCS0 QUARRY HTS PN IRMEDIATE i POLITICAL AND SCCIAL CONDITIONS IN N!CHFRE&A

DIA WASHDC IMMEDIATE FRANCISCO TAEOADA OF THE ZOCIAL CHRICTIAN PARTY;

USIA WASHOC IMMEDIATE 7811 LUIS RIVAS LEIVA, PRESIDENT OF THE ZOCIAL DEMOCRATIC

USLO CARIEEEAN I|HHEDIATE PARTY; ENRIQUE TOTELO, NATIONAL ASCEMBLY MEMBER

24 COMPW/DO! IMMEDIATE FROM THE COMSERVATIVE DEMOCRATS - NO OFICIALISTA

USCINCLANT HORFOLK VA IMREDIATE KARIO RAPPACCIOLI, LEADER OF THE NATIONAL CONZERVATIVE
PARTY; GUILLERMO SELVA OF THE LIBERAL INDEPENDENT

CONFIDENTI AL SECTION 81 OF 86 MANAGUA @3058 PARTY AND RODOLFO HEJIA UBILLA OF THE LIBERAL
CONSTITUTIONAL IST PARTY REPRESENTED SIGNATORIES OF

E.0. 12356: DECL: OARDR . THE SIX PARTY DOCUHENT AT THE LUNCHEON

TAGS: OREP NU’

SUBJECT: ViSIT OF CODEL MCCURDY TO NICARAGUA S. DUE TO THE LATE ARRIVAL OF THE AIRCRAFT FROM
GUATEMALA, THE CODEL'S MEETING WITH FOREIGN

I. CONFIDEKTIAL = ENTIRE TEXT. HINISTER D'ESCOTO WAS COMEINED WITH THEIR HEETING

- WITHK PRESIDENT DANIEL ORTEGA. ORTEGA SPOKE FOR

2. SUMMARY. CODEL MCCURDY, CONSISTING OF THIRTEEN ONE HOUR ON THE CONTADORA AGREEMENT AND THE RECENT

REPRESENTATIVFS AND S1X CONGREISIONAL STAFFERS MEETING OF CENTRAL AMERICAN PRESIDENTS IN ESQUIPULAZ,

ARRIVED IN MANAGUA ON JUNE 2 FOR A GUATEMALA. THIS WAS FOLLOWED BY APPROXIMATELY

FIVE HOUR VISIT. ARFTER HEETING WITH AMBASSADOR THIRTY MINUTES OF QUESTIONS FROM REPREZENTATIVES

BERGOLD AND LUKCHING WITH LEADERS OF NICARAGUAN HCCURDY, SHOWE, MACK, COOPER AND BOUCHER. BESIDES

OPPOSITION PARTIES, CODEL MCCURDY WENT 10 A TWO PRESIDENT ORTEGA AND FOREIGN MINISTER D'ESCOTO,

HOUR MEETING WITH PRESIDENT DANIEL ORTEGA AND THE NICARAGUAN SIDE WAS REPRESENTED BY UN- AMBASSADOR

FORE!GK MINISTER MIGUEL D'ESCOTO. ORTEGA'S
LENGTHY PRESENTATION DEALT WITH THE CONTADORA
AGREEMENT AKD KIS RECENT MEETING WITH THE OTHER
CENTRAL AMERICAN PRESIDENTS IN ESCQUIPULAS,
GUATEMALA. ORTEGA'S MAIN THERES WERE DEMOCRACY
AND ARMS. EACH COUKTRY MUST BE FREE TG CHOOSE

ITS OWN KIND OF DEROCRACY, 20 ATTEMPTS BY THE
OTHER CENTRAL AMERICAN NATIONS TO FORCE

THEIR "MODEL" OF DEMOCRACY ON NICARAGUA ARE ONLY A
“POLEMICAL EFFORT™ TO WRECK CONTADORA. ON ARMS,
ORTEGA SAID NICARAGUA I3 WILLING TO RGREE ON
VERIFICATION AND CONTROL MEASURES, aND iS WILLING
TO DISCUSS THE LIMITATION OF "OFFENSIVE® WEAPONS.
THE CHIEF OBSTACLE TO ACHIEVING KGREEMEKT IS THE
U.S. GOVERNMENT, BUT IF THE U.Z, WOULD GIVE

EL SALVADOR AND HONDURAS THE FREEDOM TO KEGOTIATE
AN AGREEMENT COULD BE ACKIEVED.

CODEL*S PRESS COMMENTS AND LOCAL PRESS REACTION
WILL FOLLOW BY SEPTELS. END SUMHARY.

3. CODEL MCCURDY ARRIVED IN MANAGUA AT 1325 HOURS
OH JUNE 2. HMEMBERS OF THE DELEGATION WERE: DAVE
MCCURDY (D-OK), OLYMPIA SNOWE (R-ME), HICHAEL A.
AMDREWS (D-TX), FREDERICK C. BOUCKER (D-vA),

ROD CHANDLER (R-W&), RONALD D, COLEMAN (D-TX},

JIM COOPER (0-TN), MARTHA HAYS (MRS, JIM CCOPERI,
CONNIE MACK (R-FL), RICHARD RAY (D-GA), JOHN M.
SPRATT, JR. (D-3C), ROBIN TALLON (D-SC}, ALBERT

G, BUSTANENTE (D-TX) AND JIM CHAPMAN [D-TX)
PROFES3IONAL STAFF MEMBERS ACCOMPANYING THE
DELEGATION WERE: RICHARD H. GIZA, PERMANENT
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE AND GEORGE

INGR AN, HOUSE FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE.

PERSONAL STAFF KSSISTAKTS WERE: MOWARD YOURMAN,
LEGISLATIVE AS5:.<NT TO MR. HCCURDY ND DAVE
D:-‘Oi"HN, LEGISLATIVE ASSICTANT TO MR, CMENDLER.
MR. J. EDWsRD FOX, DEPUTY ASSIZTENT SECRETERY ) .
FOR LEGISLATIVE D INTERGOVERNMENTHL AFFAIRS
‘.:TﬁTEﬁ. LND DLP:eRTHENT OF DEFENZE £ZCORT CFFICERZ

LT. COL, J.0. MCFALLS, MWJIOR JOJE GUTIERREZ CUNF | DENT [A[_

-
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BCTION M-8 A NUMBER OF SIMULTANEOUS STEPS. IT ALSO LED TO

F THE FIXING OF A SET DATE FOR THE SIGNING OF THE
INFO L0G-88 COPY-B1 ADS-08 $5-88  ARA-BE  SS0-88 /824 W AGREEMENT. HOWEVER, NICARAGUA COULD NEITHER ZIGN

L L R~ T S o e e 186843 8219321 /51 AR AGREEMENT NOR DIICUSS ARMS LIMITATIONZ AS LONG

0 B318217 JUN 86 ‘ AS U.5. AGGRE33ION CONTIKUED
FH AHEMEASSY MANAGUA '
T SECSTATE WASHDC IMHMEDIATE 823t _ 18. NICARAGUA LATER REVERSED ITS POSITION AND

IKFO CONTADORA COLLECTIVE IMHEDIATE
USCINCSO QUARRY HTS PN IMMEDIATE
DIA WASHDC IMMEDIATE

AGREED TO CONTINUE DIZCUISING THE ARMS QUESTION.
NICARAGUA HAS MADE A SERIES OF CONCRETE PROPOSALS
TO SHOW 173 SERIOUSHESS, AS “WE INTEND TO ABIDE BY

USIA WASKDC IMHEDIATE 7012 . THE RGREEMENT". HOWEVER, OTHER CENTRAL AMERICAN

USLO CARIEBEAN IMHEDIATE COUKTRIES DO NOT SEEM TO BE NEGOTIATING SERIOUSLY

24 COMPW/DOI IMMEDIATE AND ARE APPROACKING CONTADORA AS A PROPAGANDA

USCINCLANT KORFOLK VA |MMED]ATE EXERCISE TO ATTACK NICARAGUA. UNDOUBTEDLY *THE

- HAND OF THE U.S. IS BEHIND THIS. "

CONF IDENTI AL SECTION B2 OF 86 MANAGUA 83658 -
ESQUIPULAS

€.0. 12356: DECL: O&DR  eeeeeeeees

TAGS: OREP NU :

SUBJECT: VISIT OF CODEL MCCURDY TO NICARAGUA 11. PRESIDENT ORTEGA BEGAN BY STATING THAT AS THE
HEETINGS AT ESQUIPULAS HAD BEEN VERY FRANK AND

NORA ASTORGA, VICE FOREIGN MINISTER VICTOR HUGO VERY CONFIDENTIAL, HE WOULD RESPECT THE CONF IDENTIALITY

TIKOCO AND AHBASSADOR SAUL ARANA. UNDER WHICH THE TALKZ HAD TAKEN PLACE. THE BULK

- OF PRESIDENT ORTEGA'S REMARKS WERE DESIGNED TO

6. PRESIDENT ORTEGA "RESENTED A HISTORICAL ACCOUNT SHOW THAT THE CISAGREEMENTS BETWEEN HIMZELF RMD

OF THE CONTADORA PROCESS THAT SHOWED NICARAGUA'S PRESIDENTS ARIAS, AICONA AND DUARTE WERE THE RESULT

WILLINGNESS TO REACH AGREEMENT. THE CHIEF OBSTACLE OF THE WEIGHT THE U.S. CARRIES WITH THEIR GOVERN-

TO REACHING SUCH AN AGREEMENT IS THE USG'S HENTS, AND THEREFORE ANY PROBLEMS ARE AGAIN DUE TO

OPPOSITION TO A SUCCESSFUL CONCLUSION FOR CONTADORA. U.S. OPPOSITION AND HOSTILITY.

THE KEY ISSUE THAT REMAINS 15 THE QUESTION OF

ARMS LIMITATION. ORTEGA SAID THAT NICARAGUA 15 12. THE FIVE PRESIDENTS ACHIEVED AGREEMENT ON

"WILLING TO LIMIT ARMS AND TO SEE ALL FOREIGN

MILITARY ADVISORS REMOVED FROM CENTRAL AMERICA,

- ALTHOUGH HE WAS UNCLEAR AS TO WHO WOULD BE CONSIDERED

A MILITARY ADVISOR AND WHO WOULD NOT. ORTEGA'S

ACCOUNT OF THE MEETING AT ESOUIPULAS EMPHASIZED

THAT THE SUDDEN OPPOSITION OF EL SALVADOR AND

HONDURAS TO A CONTADORA AGREEMENT THAT DID KOT

ADDRESS THE ISSUE OF INTERNAL DEMOCRACY WAS THE

RESULT OF U.S. PRESSURE ON THESE TWO COUNTRIES

ORTEGA AGREED THAT DEMOCRACY W&S NEC SCARY, BUT

SKID THAT EACH COUNTRY MUST BE FREE TO CHOOSE ITS

OWN KIKD OF DEHOCRECY. .

CONTADORA

7. PRESIDENT ORTEGA RECALLED THAT NICARAGUA HAD |
ACCEPTED THE DRAFT ACT OF SEPTEMBER, 1984, BUT
THAT THIS HAD EEEN REJECTED BY THE UNITED STRTES
AND OTHER CENTRAL AMERICAN COUNTRIEZ. THE 1984
DRAFT WAS MODIFIED AND PRECENTED AS A NEW DRAFT

IN SEPTEMEER OF 1985. NICARAGUA HAS QUESTIONS
AEQUT THIS DRAFT. THIS IS DESPITE THE FACT THAT
THE CENTRAL AMERICAN COUNTRIES HAVE EEEN ABLE TO
AGREE ON EIGHTY PERCENT OF THE ISSUES INVOLVED.
ONLY CHAPTER THREE, DEALING WITH ARMS AND SECURITY
IS STILL PEXDING

8. NICARAGUA IS VERY INTERESTED IN VERIFICATION
AND COMTROL. FOR THEM THE I5SUE IS HOM TO USE
THE VERIFICATION AKD CONTROL MECHANISM, ONCE

IN PLRCE, TO “CONTROL"™ THE CONTRA

9., -IN NOVEHBER OF 1985, NICARAGUA WaS FORCED BY
CTHE U.S. MILITERY ECCALATION TO REJECT ANY DIGCUSCION
OF ARMS LIMITETION. NICARKGUA COULD NOT AGREE

TO FREEZE ARMAMENT LEVELS UNLESS U. 2. RGGRECCION
ENDED. THIS REFUZAL LED THE CONTAWDORE NATIONS TO
FRODUCE THE CAF=BALLEDA DOCURENT, wHICK CallED FOR

CONFIDENTTAL " '
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0 £315211 JUN 86

FK AMEHEASSY MANAGUA

T0 SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE €892

INFO CONTADORA COLLECTIVE IMMEDIATE

USCIKCSD QUARRY HTS PN IMMEDIATE

BIA& WASHDC IMMEDIATE

USIA WASHDC IMHMEDIATE 7813

USLO CARIEBEAN IMMEDIATE

24 COMPW/DOI IHHMEDIATE

USCINCLANT NORFOLK VA IMMEDIATE

CONF IDENTI AL SECTION 83 OF 86 MANAGUA 82838

- E.0. 12356: DECL: ORDR

TAGS: DOREP NU
SUBJECT: VISIT OF CODEL MCCURDY TO NICARAGUA

EIGHTY PERCENT OF THE ISSUES. ALL ACCEPTED THE
NEED FOR A PEACEFUL SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEMS OF
CENTRAL AMERICA, AND FOR THE HEADS OF STATE TO
REMAIN IN “FLUID' CONTACT IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE
THIS. ALL AGREED THAT THE QUESTIONS OF SALVADORAN
-AND HONDURAN SUPPORT FOR THE CONTRA AND "EL
SALVADOR'S PERCEPTION™ THAT KICARAGLUA WAS
SUPPORTING THE GUERRILLAS COULD BE RESOLVED IN

THE CONTADORA PROCESS.

13, THE FIVE PRESIDENTS ALSO AGREED ON THE NEED
FOR POLITICAL PLURALISH. ON THE QUESTION OF
POLITICAL PLURAL!SM, ORTEGA SAID THAT NICARAGUA
COULD FOLLOW THE MODELS OF NEITHER COSTA RICA NOR
CUEA, EUT MUST PURSUE ITS CWK TYPE OF DEMOCRACY
KOXDURAS, EL SALVADOR AND COSTA RICR HAD INSISTED,
HOWEVER, THAT THE NICARAGUANS USE THEIR MODEL OF
DEMOCRACY. ORTEGA STATED THAT THEY ARE, WITH THE
EXCEPTION OF COSTA RICA, "HALF-HEARTED DEMOCRACIES,"
&S THE MILITARY HAS FIFTY TO ELGHTY PERCENT OF THE
PCWER IN THEIR COUNTRIES., NICARRGUA DOES NOT ASK
THAT THESE CCUNTRIES USE THE NICARAGUAN MODEL OF
DEMOCRACY, AND THEY HUST RESPECT NICARAGUA'S
INDEPENDENCE TO CHCCSE ITS OWN MODEL.

14. PRESIDENT ORTEGA SINGLED OUT COSTA RICA’'S
PRESIDENT ARIAS FOR SPECIAL CRITICISM, SAYING
THAT FORMER PRESIDENTS OF COSTA RICA NEVER HRD
AKY TROUBLE MEETING WITH SOMOZA OR THE OTHER
MILITARY DICTATORS IN CENTRAL AMERICA. THE
KEETING IN ESQUIPULAS WAS THE FIRST MEETING
OF CENTRAL AMERICAN PRESIDENTS SINCE THE
REVOLUTION. PRESIDENT ORTEGA EMPHASIZED THAT
"WE SPOKE VERY FRANKLY" AT ESQUIPULAS, RPPERENTLY
AN ARLLUSION TO THE HEATED EXCHANGES THAT TOOK
PLACE WITH PRESIDEMT ARIAS, THIS SEEMED TO INDICATE
THEAT HE WAS STILL UPSET BY THE ENCOUKTER
18, ORTEGA WAS ALSO UNHEPPY WITH DUARTE OF
ALYADOR., ORTEGA SAID THE ORIGINAL ESQUIPULAS
DOCUMENT, DRAFTED BY THE VICE PRESIDENTS OF THE
CENTRAL AMERICAN COUMTRIES, CALLED FOR CONTADORA
TC EE SIGMED ON JUNE 6. ORTEGA AGREED TO SIGN
IF THE DISCUSSION OF THE ARMS QUEST!ON COULD
CONTINUE. THIS WAS APFARENTLY-ACCEFTABLE TO THE
OTHER PRESIDENTS, BUT IN A SUPRISE MOVE AT THE
KEXT MEETING, PRESITENT DURRTE ANNOUNCED THAT HE
SOULO MPT S1eM  ME GAVE H1S REASON THMOT DMLYV
NICARAGUA WOULD BEMEFIT FROM CONTADORA BEING

-

“w

TELEGRAM

SIGNED OK JUNE &, AS THIS WOULD INSURE THAT THE
188 MILLION DOLLARS IN RID TO THE CONTRA WOULD

NOT BE GRANTED AND EL SALVADOR COULD NOT RISK

U.S. DISFAVOR. THIS SHOWS THAT THE OBSTACLE TO
ACHIEVING AGREEMENT IS NOT EL SALVADOR BUT RATHER
U.S. POLICY. SIMILARLY, PRESIDENT AICOKA’'S SPEECH
TO THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES DID WOT
REFLECT WIS TRUE FEELINGS OF CORDIALITY, BUT
RATHER HIS NEED TO GUARANTEE U.S. AID.

16, PRESIDENT ORTEGA CONCLUDED BY SAYING THAT
ESQUIPULAS SHOWED THAT “WE ARE IN THE FINAL STAGE
OF CONTADORA," DESPITE DISAGREEHENTS WITH HONDURAS
AND EL SALVADOR. NICARAGUA IS PREPARED TO NEGOTIATE
THE NUMBER OF A{RCRAFT, HELICOPTERS, TANKS AND
MILITARY AIRPORTS IN TS ARSENAL, ARHS THAT THE
U.S. HAS DECLARED TO BE "OFFENSIVE WEAPONS. "

AN AGREEMENT ON MILITARY AND SECURITY ISSUES COULD
BE REACHED IF THE U.S, WOULD ALLOW EL SALVADOR,
HONDURAS AND COSTA RICA THE NECESSARY INDEPENDENCE
TO REACH AN AGREEMENT. THE PROBLEM OF FINDING A
PEACEFUL SOLUTION IN CENTRAL AMERICA DEPENDS,

THEREFORE, ON THE U.S. GOVERNMENT.

QUESTIONS

17. REPRESENTATIVE MCCURDY SAID THAT THE PERCEPTION
OF THE MEETINGS AT ESQUIPULAS THE CODEL HAD RECEIVED
IN ITS EARLIER HEETING WITH PRESIDENT CEREZO

CONFIDENT IAL
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0 318217 JUN 86

FH AMEMEASSY MANAGUA

TO SECSTRATE WASHDC IHMEDIATE B8S3
INFO CONTADORA COLLECTIVE IMMEDIATE
USCINCSO QUARRY HTS PN IMHEDIATE
DIA WASHOC IMMEDIATE

USTA WASHDC IMMEDIATE 7214

USLO CARIBBEAN IHHEDIATE

RUEOSEA/24 COMPW/DOI IMMEDIATE
USCINCLAKT NORFOLK VA IMMEDIATE

CONF I DENT® AL SECTION B4 DF PE MANAGUA 03698
CORRECTED COPY (PARAS 17 & 18)
E.0. 12356: DECL: ORDR

TAGS: OREP NU
SUBJECT: VISIT OF CODEL MCCURDY TO NICARAGUA

DIFFERED FROM THAT GIVEK BY PRESIDENT ORTEGA. THE
KAJOR CONCERNS OF COSTA RICA WERE DEMOCRAC! AND
NATIONAL RECONCILIATION AND THE MAJOR CONCERN FOR
GUATEMALA WAS ARHMS. THERE WERE SUESTANTIAL
DIFFERENCES ON THE DEFINITIONS OF DEMOCRACY AND
PCLITICAL PLURALISM RAISED EY PRESIDENT ARIAS.
COULD PRESIDENT ORTEGR ACCCUNT FOR THESE DIFFERENCES,
GIVEN COSTA RICAN SUPPCART FOR THE SANDINISTA
REVOLUTION IN 18797 |7 WAS ALSO REPRESEWTATIVE
HCCURDY’'S PERCEPTION THAT THE FOUR QTHER COUMTRIES
WOULDN'T SIGN UNLESS NATIONAL RECONCILIATION IS
INCLUDED.

18, FOREIGN MINISTER WIGUEL D"ESCOTO ATTRIEUTED
THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN NiCARAGUA AND COSTA RICA
TO PERSOMAL MOTIVES ON THE PART OF PRESIDENT ARIAS
AS KIS EFFORTS TO OBTAIN A JOINT COMMUMICUE AT

HIS INAUGURATION HAD FAILED, 1T WOULD BE UNACCEPTABLE
FOR KIM TO HAVE ANYTHING WHERE NICRRAGUA PLAYED A
PART SUCCEED. PRESIDENT ORTEGR ADDED THAT THE
EFFORTS TO INTERJECT THE QUESTION OF INTERNAL
DEMOCRACY AT ESQUIPULAS WAS AN EFFORT TO SREOTACE
CONTADORA. H!S IHMPRESSION WAS THAT SOME OF THE
PRESIDENTS WANTED ESQUIPULAS TO BE A FAILURE SO
THEY COULD CAST THE BLAME FOR TKIS FAILURE OM
NICARAGLA,

19. IN RESPONSE TO REFRESENTATIVE SPRATT'S

QUESTION ABOUT THE ELEMENTS THAT MRKE UP NATIONAL
RECONCILIATION, PRESIDENT ORTEGA SAID THRT PRESIDENT
ARIAS HAD INSISTED THAT THE GON TALK WITH THE
CONTRA, EUT THAT NICARAGUA WOULD TALK WITH THE
U.S. NICARAGUA'S AHNESTY PROGRAM PROVIDES FCR
NKATIONEAL RECONCILIATICY, AnuD 3OME 2,000 PLE
KEVE TArEN ADVANTAGE OF THE SMUESTY La&d
YEAR IT HAS EEEM IN EXISTENCE. THE "C#
OR TOWN MEETINGS THE GOM IS HOLDING TC D
THE NEW HICHRAGUAN CCHITITOTION FCRM TRE
PART OF THE GON'S NETICNAL RECONCILIRTICK PROGRAM
ES THEY GIVE THE DPPOZITION PARTIES AN CFRCRTUNITY
HE GOVERNMENT Will TAKE IN

TC COMMENT ON THE SHASE

THE FUTUFE. CRTEGA D THAY THE €C% w22
BCCEPTED THE SECTION WITHIN CONTRDORA O TICOHAL
RECONCILIATION aND IS NOT FREPRRED TO R

THE DISCUSS1IEH.

‘28. REPRESENTATIVE FACK ASAED IF THIS Cid nQ

REPRESENT SUBSTANTIAL DIFFERENCES BETWEEN NICARAGUR
AND THE OTHER CENTRAL AMERICAN NATIONS ON THE ISSUES
OF DEMOCRACY AND PLURALISM. PRESIDENT ORTEGA
REPLIED THRT HE REGARDS THE INTRODUCTION OF THESE
ISSUES RS AN EFFORT TO WRECK CONTADORA. DEMOCRACY
IS A POLEMICAL AND PHILOZOPHICAL ISSUE. NICARAGUA
DOES NOT ACCEPT THE OTHER COUNTRIES' MODELS OF
DEMOCRACY, AND DOES NOT THINK IT PRACTICAL TO
PHILOSOPHIZE AS TO THE NETURE OF DEMOCRACY FOR
CENTRAL AMERICA. ALL FIVE PRESIDENTS AGREE ON

THE NEED FOR POLITICAL PLURALISM, DIRECT ELECTION
AND OTHER ASPECTS OF DEMOCRACY. HOW EACH COUNTRY
WILL IMPLEMENT THESE IS UP TO THAT COUNTRY.

21. PRESIDENT ORTEGA ADDED THAT HE FOUND IT STRANGE
THAT THE OTHER CENTRAL AMERICAN NATIONS WERE NOW
RAISING THE ISSUE OF DEMOCRACY WHEN THEY HAD NEVER
STRESSED IT IN THE PREVIOUS CONTADORA MEETINGS.

BEFORE THE !SZUE HaD BEEW REGARDED AS RESOLVED

AND NICARAGUA DOES NOT WISH THE ISSUE TO BE REOPENED
PRESIDENT AICONA AND THE OTHERS ARE USING THE DEMOCRACY
ISSUE TO PREVENT AN AGREEMENT FROM BE ING REACHED

THIS 1S THE RESULT OF THE U.S. DECISION TO NOT

ACCEPT ANY CONTADORA AGREEMENT.

22, REPRESENTATIVE COOPER THEN ASKED IF ANCTHER

DATE WOULD BE SET IF NICARAGUA REFUSED TO SIGN

THE CONTADORA AGREEMENT ON JUNE 6, AND WHETHER IT
WOULD NOT BE IN NICARAGUA’S ADVANTAGE TO SET A
FIXED DATE AS THIS WOULD PUT PRESSURE ON THE U.S
GOVERNMENT TO RCCEPT AN AGREEMENT. PRESIDENT
ORTEGA REPLIED THAT MICARAGUA HAD NEVER ACCEFTED
THE NEED FOR A FIXED DATE, AND AS THEY DID NOT

CONFIDENTIAL
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FM EMEMERASSY MANAGUA
T0 SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE g8s4
INFO CONTADORA COLLECTIVE INMEDIATE
USCINCSO QUARRY HTS PN IMMEDIATE
DIA WARSHDC IMHEDIATE
USIA WASHDC IMMEDIATE 7815
USLO CARIEBEAN IMMEDIATE
24 COMPW/DOI IMHEDIATE
USCINCLANT KORFOLK VA IHMEDIATE

CCNF IDENTI AL SECTION 85 OF 86 MANAGUA B363E

+ E.0. 12356: DECL: ORDR
TaGS: OREP NU
SUBJECT: VISIT OF CODEL MCCURDY TO NICARAGUA

SEE CONTADORA AS A PRCPAGANDA EVENT, THEY FELT IT
EETTER TO WAIT UNTIL EVERYONE COULD AGREE TO

SIGK. TO PRESENT A DIVIDED PUBELIC IMAGE, WITH

SOME SIGNIKG NOW AND OTHERS REFUSING, WOULD ULTIMATELY
WEAKEN THE AGREEMENT.

23. REPRESENTATIVE SNOWE CHALLENGED PRESIDENT
ORTEGA"S CLAIH THAT THE OTHER CENTRAL AMERICAN
NATIONS ARE THE CBSTACLE, ZND SAID THAT THERE ARE
SUESTENTIAL DIFFERENCES OVER TROOP LEVELS, FOREIGN
AOVISORS AND ARHS REDUCTIONS BETWEEN NICARAGUA AND
THE OTHER COUNTRIES. PRESIDENT ORTEGA SAID THAT
DISAGREEMENT ON SUCK MILITARY MATTERS EXISTED

ONLY WITH EL SALVADOR AND HONDURAS. BY DIFFERENTIATING
EETWIEN OFFENSIVE AND DEFENSIVE ARMS, EACH COUNTRY
WILL EE ABLE TO DETERMINE THE LEVEL OF DEFENSIVE
ARMAMGNT NECESSARY FOR ITS OWN SECURITY, WHILE
REDUCING OFFENSIVE ARMAMENTS.

24. REPRESENTATIVE SNOWE ASKED IF THIS MEANT

THAT NICARAGUA WOULD EBE WILLING TO REDUCE THE NUHEBER
OF FOREIGN ADVISORS IT NOW HAS. PRESIDENT

ORTEGA SAID THAT NICARAGUA WOULD “ACCEPT PROPOSALS
TO DEMILITARIZE THE ENTIRE REG.ON OF FOREIGN
MILITARY ADVISORS." CONTRARY TO REPORTS,- HE
MAIKTAIKED THERE ARE NOW ONLY SEZ CUBAN ADVISORS,
IKCLUDING BOTH CIVIL AND MILITARY, IN KICARAGUA,

25. REPRESENTATIVE SNOWE ASKED IF SUCH REDUCT I ONS
WOULD IKCLUDE ADVISORS LISTED AS CIVILIAN BUT
"CAPAELE™ OF ACTING AS HMILITERY RDVISORS. FOREIGN
MINISTER 0"ESCCTO SAID THAT IT WOULD REQUIRE
"WITCHCRAFT™ TO ESTABLISK WHICK CIVILIANS HAD
FILITARY CAPAEILITIES., PRESIDENT ORTEGA ADDED THAT
IF & CENSUS OF FOREIGNERS IN NICARAGUA WAS TAKEN

IT WOULD SHOW THAT HOST LRE «MERICAN OR WEST
EURCPEAN, ALMOIT ALL OF THE MEN WOULD Hivi TO

BE COUNTED AS CAPAELE OF ACTING AS HILITERY
ROVIZORS, AS MOST HAD RECEIVED MILITARY TRAIMNING
DRTEGA ACKNMOWLEDGED THERE 15 & PROPCTAL TO COQUNT
“CAPAELES" UNDER DISCUSSION IN PANAMA, BUT IT HAS
NOT YET BEEN AGREED ON.

26, REPRESENTATIVE EOUCHER RZRED IF THE NICERRGUAN
MCSEIL OF DEMOCRACY WAD THE POTENTIAL FOR THE
REPLACEMENT OF THE SENDIMISTES AS THE RULING PERTY
IN THE FUTURE, ©R D BY SAYING THAT
EYCERT £0B £0ITH BeLp  THE OTHER CENTROL aMERICLM

NATIONS WERE REALLY ONE PRRTY STATES, CONTROLLED

3838

INGUNITING
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EY THE MILITARY. NICARAGUA'S REVOLUTION HAD BEEN
PEACEFUL, AMD OPPOSITION PARTIES CAN PARTICIPATE.
HOWEVER, A CEMTRAL PART OF THE NICARRAGUAN REVOLUTION
1S THE REDISTRIBUTION OF WEALTH. THIS REDISTRIBUTION
IS CHANGING THE “POLITICAL STRUCTURE" OF THE
COUNTRY, MAKING NICARAGUAN DEMOCRACY “VERY
DIFFERENT" FROM THAT OF THE OTHER CENTRAL AMERICAN
STATES. THE NICRARAGUAN PEOPLE MIGHT WELL
"INSTITUTIONAL IZE" THE FSLN AS THE MEXICAN PEQPLE
INSTITUTIONALIZED THE PRI. ORTEGA ADDED THAT THE
NICARAGUAN REVOLUTION WAS MUCH MORE LIKE THE
HEXICAN REVOLUTION TKAN THE COSTA RICAN REVOLUTION.
THE MAIN DIFFERENCE WAS THAT EOTH MEXICO AND
NICARAGUA HAD TO FACE A HOSTILE U.S. GOVERNHENT,

27. PRESIDENT ORTEGA HAD REPEATEDLY CLAIMED DURING
THE MEETING THAT PRESIDENT AICONA AND THE OTHER
CENTRAL AMERICAN PRESIDENTS HUST FOLLOW THE U.S
LINE IN CROER TO CONTIMUE RECEIVING U.S. AID.
REPRESENTATIVE BOUCHER ASKED IF THE SAME WAS

KOT TRUE OF NICARRAGUR, THAT IT MUST HEED THE
SOVIETS TO PRESERVE ITS SOVIET AID. IF NICARAGUA
ACTED INDEPENDENTLY, WOULDN'T IT LCSE ITS SOVIET
AND CUBAN AID. ORTEGA REPLIED THAT THE SOVIET
UKION HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH THE DETERMINATION OF
EITHER NICARAGUA’S DOHESTIC OR INTERNATIONAL POLICY

28. REPRESENTATIVE MCCURDY ASKED THE FINAL QUESTION:
WHAT WOULD KAPPEN ON THE SIXTH OF JUNE? FOREIGK
HINISTER D'ESCOTO ANSWERED THAT THE CONTADORA

DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTERS WOULD MEET ON THE 4TH
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CAND 5TH, AND POSSIBLY THE SEVENTH. HE WAS UNWILLING
TO PREDICT WHAT WOULD HAPPEN, OTHER THAN "IT WILL
NEYER GO BEYOND JULY." REPRESENTATIVE MCCURDY

URGED THE NICARAGUANS TO "SET AN AGENDA" FOR
SIGNING, AND WITH THAT THE MEETING CLOSED.. BERGOLD
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