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Proceedings of meeting held by Senstor Flmer thomas snd
Mr. £.C. Monohan, #ssistant to the Cammissiomer of Indiem
Affairs, with the Indiams of the Kiowsa Reservation, rela-
tive to the Wheeler-Howard law, at énadarko, Oklahoms om
Ostober 23, 1934, |

The meeting was started prauptly at 10:30 by Senator Thomas who first
made inquiry ss to the wishes of the tribes coneerning interpreters, stating
that much time would be lost if interpreters were necessary but that he would be
glad to accomodate them if they thought they needed interpreters, 1t was 4o~
cided that it would be more satisfaetory to have interpreters and the two folloms
ing men were chosen: John Wimnerehy to spssk for the Commnches and Geerge Humt
for the Kiowas, no interpreter being chosen far the Apaches,

Senator Thomas: Ladies and gentlemem of the several tribes of Indians super-
vised by the Amsdarke Agency we are glad to be here today to have a conference--
a sort of pow-wow--of matters in which we are all interssted. I em very glad
myself to have this privilege of baing with the representatives of all the seversl
$ribes residing in Southwast Oklaboms. In cempany with the Commissiomer of Indie
Affairs, Mr. John Collier, and his Asting Cemmissioner,Mr, Monoham, I have now
spent more than one week tyevelirng over the State,having visited each agenoy and
having seen many thousands of eur Indiam cisigens residing in Oklahoma, The
Commi sal oner, Mr, Collier, is a very btusy man a8 e has charge of all the Indians
of the United States and these Indien citizens wien added together make mere them
300,000, These 300,000 Indiens reside in just a few states-«1 think fifteen ox
twenty-~and of all the states having Iniian pepulaticas, Okl ahoma, cur State,

has by far the largest mumber, Almost eme-half of tle entire Indi an populatien
of the country resides in the State of Oklahama, Because we have so many Indiem
citizens and because we have so much Indiam land, so memy Indian schoels, so

many agencies and so mesny hospitals, it is very important that the Offige ia
Vashington know exactly wiat we have here, and it is because of the importance
of our having knowledge of your conditions that I asked Mr, Collier and his
assistant to coms with me and go through the state meeting our Indi ans face to
face in the several perts of the state in which they reside., Every posaible
problem that confrents the administyationof Indien Affairs ean be found here

in Oklshoms snd becauas of that fast I wes glad to have Mr, Collier with me

last week, Mr. Jollier wanted to keep on with us and visit the Coneho Lgenay

‘and alse your agency hers tut he was foreed o return to Washingtom, flying

back by plane in order to be there for em important conference yesterdsy.

Mr, Monohan from the Washington Offies, the good looking gentleman here on

the stage, was with us last week and whem Mr. Uollier left he detailed

Mr, Monohen to aet in his place., So today we have with us not Mr, Cellier,

bus a muck better looking man who will aet for Mr. Colliex,

To my coriain knowledge your Commissioner, Mr.Gollier, has been interested in
the Indian problem for twelve years because I kave been in Congress twelwve
years. Mr, Monohan 18 in the Indian Serviee and he likewiss is interested in
the Indian prodlem. So we have with us repressntatives of tis Indian Office
who are the friemds of the Indi ans eand whe want to learn of the Indiam preblems
and then help solve these problems. 4s Iniian citimens and as wrds of the
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Government you have alresdy discovered that the Commissioner has great power,
The Comnissicmer of Indiem Affairs is the last word in the power of the Governe
ment over the Indians, He might be ealled the Governor of tis Indian popula tiem
of Aimeries. #0 it is important tlat we bave this great power here, By the votes
of the Indians of Oklahloma, supplenented by scme otler votes, I happen today to
be one of your two United States Senators, In the Semmte I am the Oklshoma mem~
ber of the Indiam Affairs Committee as Jenator Gore has membeyship on other come
mittees s0 I syeak officially for the Indianm population om the Sepate Committee
on Indian Affairs., When the next Congress convenes in January I will probably
be the Chairman of the Semate Indian Affairs Gommittee. All bills and sll legis~
lation affeeting the Indiens here, affeeting the Indians throughout our State,
and affecting the Indians throughout the United States will come before my ¢omw
mittes, If things turm out as they probably will, I will have a lot to do with
the laws that are passed which ere policies, Then when the laws are passed they
are enforsed by the Cammissfomer aso it is very important for OCklahoma Indians
that they have had this psst week, and today, what might be determined inm all
fairness, the policy-meking power of the Vongress plus the administrative power
of the Gowermmemt, In order to have good policies and goed laws of the kind

that you want, it is negessary for you to advise the Congress and maunbers of
Gongress your wishes, Then it is necessary for the Congressmen and Senators te
beeame asquainted with you and understand your wishes. In order for the admime
istrative branch, the Commissioner's Office, to give good rmles and regulatiens,
it is necessary that that brench also understand your problems se they cean make
these mmles and regulatioms not only as you want them but to serve you in making
progress for the citizens of our great State and country. S0 we are here today
to learn of the problems coufrenting the several tribes under the Anadarke Ageney.

I hope that every Indian present will get the impression that the representative
of the Indian Office and I come here bedause we are friends of the Indiem citi-
zens, not only of this seetiom, but of the entire State and entire country,

I hope that the Indians of this seetion of the State have learned the lesson
that other Indians elsewhere have learned-~that is that you cannot make any
progress spending your energy and time fighting amomg yourselves, The Indiea
trides throughout the United States who are making the best progress are those
tribes who spend their time snd energy im studying their problems ané fighting
for the best interest and gensral welfare of the entire tridbe, Of course, I
do not wemt you to understand that it is net some times necessery to put on a
fight. The white people fight sometimes so we cammot blame the Indians fer
baving & little serap ocessionally, But I am sure thet as intelligent people
as Indians are, you have discovered tiat many of your contests and fights will
disappear after you understand all about what you were fighiimg over.

This particular conference was ealled by your Superintendent, Mr. McCown because
of & telegrem I sent him., I wired Mr. McCown, togetier with all tle other
agents, suggesting the day I would like to confer with the Tridel and Business
Commi ttees of each of the tribes under the Anadarke jurisdietiom. I asked the
Super{ntendent to invite all the members of the Tridal Committees to cems and
confer with me and also to send out & genersl notice that any and ell Indians
residing hers or elsewhere would be welcamee Our conferences have beex liberslly
attended by the Indisns and in mamy places we Iads had great mumbers of white

people present also,
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The Indian eitimens residing in this eyt of the State have heen here a long
time end I hope you will all be here a long time in the future, To the extent
that the Indien citisens make progress, make money and make advanocement, to
that ssme extent the white people will meke progress and sédvancament. It is
very important to Anadarke and the smaller towns of the Indiam country that the
Indians beesme pragpereus, make money, have mna{ and be able to buy what they
want., It makes businges for the white people. *t is likewise very important
to the Indians thet the white people make money,'otherwise soms of thess days
the Indians will bave te support this growiag white pepulation we have around
us, So 88 a conclusion I will simply say that we must all grow up together,
all make money together, all make progress together and advance together, eor,
all go down together, Now I am gofng to get down and tell why this meeting was
called,

Last winter when the new administration eame into power and Mr, Gellier decame
Commissioner of Indisn Affairs it was dscided to try and do semething to help
the Indians more in the future then had been done in the past. ¥or a long time
the Indian race has 2lmost been a forgottem people. Of course, you know that as
long as you have a lot of land and money you are very pepular dut as scon as you
lose your land and money it seems everybody forgets you, Some of our past ad-
ministrations have seen f£it to spend a lot of time and effort in teking care

of the rich Indians and while they were teking eare of the rich Indiasns it
seemed they did not lave any time to spend with the poor Indiens. During the
pest aduini styation some of them at least--the Indien Uffice and its agents
work under instruetioms--were rrastically foreed to give all their time to thess
Indieans who have mflls and other propexty, rich oil and gas Indians and others
possessing vast wealtk, Under this edministration and under Mr. Collier's
rolicy we are still locking after the rich Indians but we will not give them all
of our time, We wil)l take a little more time ani as much time as negessary to
look after the poor Indians that he retofore have almost been forgetism, This
administretion believes, and is seting upon the policy that the Government owes
more to the poor Indisn then it does to the rich Indian, “his pelicy is based
upon the faet that the poor Indian needs help and assistance far moye than does
the rich Indiep, Therefore, in an effort to help all Indisns, and especially
the poor Indian, the Indian Offi¢e had prepared a bill gpd this bill was known
as the Whecler-Howard Bill. This bill secured its neme from the faet that
Congressman Hogard of Nebrmska is Chairman of the House Committes end Senator
Wheeler of Montane is at this time Chaiman of the Semste Gommittes, so the

bill took the name of ths two Chairmen, Wheeler and Howard, A great amount of
time and effort was devoted to the preparation of this bill., The btll was ine
tended to help every tribe ani every Indlem in the entire United States. The
bill was intended to kelp more tham 300,000 Indians losated in same twenty
states, making up more than 200 tribes, and under dozens and dozens of ageneies.
To meke a sucesss of drawing a bdill or law that would help all Indians in all
these states,among all these tribea and under different conditions, was certain~
ly 2 gigantic task, The Indians of verious states have different problems and
the Indiens of different tribes have different problems. Also different Indiens
in the same tribe have different problems so this bill, although seeking to
help every one, parhaps failed in same particulars. Meny Indisns, like those
in Oklahams who have been ellotted, and that embraces all of Oklahomm's Indians,

those in the Dakeotas and Montana and some in the ocentral states, have similar
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problems, but in the far Southwest with the Pueblos anl Apaches, and in Arizons
with the Zunis and Navajos, and with those living farther Weat, the problems
are different. Knowing as I do the personnel of the Indian Offiee, and knowing
as I do the members of the Houss snd Semmte Committees on Indian Affairs, I am
glad to come to my home Indians, among whom I have lived 35 years, and tell you
that every one in the Indian Office and on these committess wmant to do semething
to help all the Indians of the country, Fommerly each of ths Indiam tribes in
Oklshoma resided upon a reservation., At this time many of the trides in the
Western states still reside upon reservations. So you ean easily see that a
law that is msde to benefit Indians presiding on & vast reservation might not be
the kind of a law that would help Indians living om allotments as you do here in
Oklehomm, This was the last great Oklahoma reservation that was broken up and
the land sold to the white people. That has been almost 35 years age, lester-
day we met with the Cheyenne and Arapahe Indisns, Their reservation was destroy-
ed in 1891, or 43 years ago, Tribes like the Pawne e, Shawnee and Pottswatomi,
likewise had their reservations broken up into allotments and the surplus land seld
40 to 50 years ags. S0, the £ifty tribes of Indians in our Staie resided wpom
reservations from 25 to 40 yesrs ago. In many ways thess far Southwestern Indi sns,
such g8 I mentionsd sbove, are now exactly where the Oklaboma Indians were 25 %o
40 years agne. I sm trying to peint out rather briefly ths difference beiween the
problems of the Oklshama Indians and those of the Indians in the far Southwest and
West. Those Indisns, in the main, have vast traets of land callsd reservations,
ell in one bleek, and on this lend the trides live as you lived here 25 to 40 years
ago, You Indians of Oklahoma have your own lands, in the main. TYou bave your
own homes and you have good land while the Indians of the far Southweat and West
bhave lands in common and the poorest land you ¢an find anywhere in the United
States, Many of you have scen these reservations and if you have not seen them
I canideseribe them briefly. They are vast trasts of ground, in mosi places
resmnbling deserts and are composed of sand and alkalie. A few serubly irees
are found here and thers , sams eagtus and sometimes & pateh of grass is foumd
but the land is very poor. Not allof the reservations are made up of that poor
land for there is smme good land out West. For exauple, the Mescalero reserva-
tion has timber and grass land. The Menominees in Wisconsin end the Klamath
in Weshington have vast growths of timber on their land, They make money by
selling timbexr.

The Wheeler-Eoward bill, when:firsi prepared,contained 48 pages and made a great
many changes or suggested changes in the mode of living, lend titles and other
matters pertaining to the Indian ocitizens. Inasmuch as the Indians in the West
1ive on reservations still and inassuch as most of the members of the Senate Com-
mi ttee came from those Western states,this bill was so shaped and so drawn as to
£it the reservation Indians more than the Indians we have in Oklahonm, Those of
you whe read the first copies or first dreft of this bill, discovered that the
word “reservation” appeared many times all through the text of the Aet, The
first bill undertook to define a reservation. Under the definition, an Indism
reservation would be a_ body of lend, solid, oxned by either the tribes or the

' Govermment, on which Indians resided. These ®estern Indians I have mentioned
have reservetioms and are living on those reservations in common just like you
lived from 25 to 40 years sgo and their reservations, so far as boundaries and
solid bloeks of lend are coneernsd, are just like you had here a long time age.
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Because this ©ill, as I interpreted it, had in mind the reservations and the
reservation Indiensey-I had no objeetion, of sourse, to permitting the Western
Senators to draft a bill te help their Indians--I knew that a bill tohelp the
reservation Indians like the omes I have mentiocned, would not be of any benefit
to you in Oklahoma unless you wanied to go baek to the reservatioan. Today's
meeting is the last we have ealled beoause this is the last agency in the state.
We have been to all the other agencies so today when this meeting is concluded
Mr, Monohan, Mr. Yollier smd I will have visited the entire Indiam populatien ef
the State through their representatives, Of all the bundreds of Indians who have
talked to me during the past ten days there have been but two who told me they
wanted to give up their allotments, leave their homes and go back on & reserva~
tion. Now I am not saying there are not more than two Indiens in this State whe
want to go back on a reservation, I simply stated that of all those who talked
to me only twe, and those were Seminoles, eame to me and said they wanted to go
baek to a reservation., They were real old Indians.

This bill speaks all the way through sabout reservations and in order to get the
benefits under the bill Indians must be en reservations and beeause I did not
think the Indiamns of this “tate wanted to go bagk to the reservations I eould
not support the bill in those particular features., The Senate Committee being
unable to agres in a shord time on & long bill of 48 pages, cut ths bill domn
$0 a very smell a¢t containing but 5 pages. This bill as reported and passed
18 not properly sallesd the Wheeler-Howard Bill. It is the Wheeler-Howard law
because the bill, as smended, was passed by @ongmu and signed by the President
80 today it is known as the Wheeler-Hioward law, This law contaims 19 sections,
a section being & proposition or provisiom amd 19 separate seetions, provisions
or policies are set out in the Wheecler~Howard lasw. Eaech of the 19 seetions
making up the entire Wheeler-Howard law is of benefit to all the reservation
Indiens and if all our tribes in Oklahoma desire to go back on reservations amd
beeome regervetion Indians then this entire law containing these 19 sesctions
will help you after you get back or the ressrvation, I want to make that plain,
This entire bill or law is of berefit to the Indians residing on reservations
but I was not sure the entire bill would be of benefit to the Indians living on
allotments and for that reason I exempted six msegtions from being mede appli-
cable to Oklahome Indiens. .

During the closing deys of Congress the Wheeler-Howard bill came bdefore us for
final aetion., I had mo chance to come back to the State and explein the bill,
I had to aet and not knowing what you thought I had to use my own judgmens,

I 4id not desire to teke a chance so did not allow six seotions to affeet you
untfl I could come down here amd get your opinion of the bill, s your hirved
map--begause that is what a Congressman and Senator is. I am working for the
State and the Indian and white citizens are my boss-«I did not éare to aet to
affeat you until you knew shat the affeet might be, Now no doudt these Indians
of Oklahoma and Indians of other seetions, have heard that I am fighting the
Wheeler-Howard law and that I sm fighting Mr. Collier end the IndianOffice.
That is not true and I want you to understand thoroughly my position. 4s s
mamber of the Senate Committee on Indiam Affairs I helped prepare this bill,



I spproved of this bill for all the reserwation Indians and should any tride of
dpdiens {n this State, or group of Indians in this State, desire to go back to
the reservation, I have no objeetion and would favor masking this bfl) appliceble
to Indians weanting to go baek to the reservations,

Of these 19 seetions there are 13 whiech, in my opiniom, are of advantage to the
Indians of Oklahoma and to the Indiens under the Anadarko Agency, These 13 sec~
tions have vast benefits and have vast pessibilities for aiding and helping the
Indiens of Oklalome. But, the bill econteins 6 segtions applicable to reservation
Indians and I was not sure you wanted to go back on reservations to get the full
benefit of those 6 se¢tions and for that resson I exsmpted you from the provisions
of those sestions, which will be explained here today. OSo this bill earries all
of the good and all) of the benefits of the 13 seetions to all the Indians of
Oklaboma., 8o before the bill was passed I md it amended so the 6 seatiens would
not apply to you until I could come to the State,call you in conferenge like I
have done the past ten days and like I have done today, and stand before you in
open meeting, explain the bill, tell you why I did what I di&, permit you to esk
questions, and then if you wemt these 6 seeticns to apply, tell me, and when
Gongress meets we could amend the bill and &ll sgetions eould =pply to you if
you wish. I have newer thought it good policy t0 pass a law coveping the white
people until the white people first understood what the lew meant. As your
representative and as your hired mamn, I do not think it good poliey to pass a
law which will affect the Indians without first coming to the State and explaine-
ing the law. So, when you understand the law you ¢an tell me what you want to
do sbout it. Many of you Indians have had a chence to read this law. If you
read it you may have gotten same idea of what it means, If you understand this
law now you are the only Indians, I will say people, in the whols United States
who do understand whai the law means,

Now I will give you one or two illustretions to show what I mean., This talk
adbout an Indian reservation--who here can desoribe an Indian reservation?

Before this entire eountry here was allotted--when it was all in one selid block,
po land sold to the white people, when you owned it--that, you would my, was

an Indisn reservetion. We would sll agree on thmt. But sinee the lands have
been surveyed and ecertain lands allothed to Indians end other lands sold to the
white people, and we have roads, railreads emd cities, would you still say today -
that this country is the Kiowa, Vomanche and Apache reservation? A ccording to
my understanding this country down here is still the Kiowa, Comanche and Apache
countyy but the Kiows, Comanche end Apache reservation was destroyed when you
took your allotments and the other lend given to the white people. Now unless
you Indians over to the North--the Wichitas, Usddos amnd Delawares--unless

you have a reservation left and unless the Kiowas, Uomanches and Apaches to the
South heve a reservation left, sestion 16 eould not possibly apply to you for it
says eny Indian tribe or tribes residing on the seme reservation shall have the
same rights. Unless you have a reservation you could not come under section 16,
Until the word "reservation” could be defined I would not allow this seetion to

apply to you. It would only cause trouble.



Now I am going to give you an easier questiop., The last seetion defines an
Indian. I would like to have some one here rise and give me the definitiom of
an Indism. Now this bill did the very best it eould to define an Indiam. I
eam going to read the definition and when I yead it some of you Indians here are
going to learn you are no longer Indians, Of course, we are all agreed that
Indians of whatever tribe who are full bloeds and who reside on a reservetion--
we are all egreed that tiey are Indians, but many of our Indisns are not full
bloods, not even half bloods, quarter, eighth, sixtesnth or thirty-second,
Where does the dividing line come? Now this seetion contains the best defie
nition the Indisn Office and Congress could provide and I think in the main it
'is & very good definition but still Mr, Collier and I are agresd that when Con-
gress convenes we are going to amend the definitiom. Here is the definition.
But before reading this &efinition let me say thet through Mr. Collier viai ting
you in Oklahome and Mr, Monohan visiting here amd through both the Office and
myself learning more ahout the Indians than we knew we have sgreed, as far as
we osn agree, upon cortaia amenifments of this bill and with those amendments
in the bill there now appesrs to be no difforences between me and the Indiem
Office and when Congress convenes we will proposs amendments that will not hwrt
you and which will be in agreement with every one, I hops. I will now read
from seetion 19 the definition of an Indians "The term Indian as used in this
act shall include all persons of Indisn desecnt who are members of any recog-
nized Indian sribe now under Federel jurisdietion,” The lines just read, as

I underatand them, mean that any person, men or woman, who has apy Indian bloed
at all in him, descending from an Indian $ridbe now recognizmed by the Federal
Govermment-that person is an Indian even though the amount of blood might be
one-sixteenth, one-thirty-second, ocme-sixty-fourth, or lsss. In other wris,
any person having eny Indian bloo& and descending from a tribe recognized by
the Government is an Indien under the terms of this bill, But you see that
definition does not take in all our Indian citizens. Here is the next defini~
tion of an Indien: “end all persons who are descendants of sueh members who
were, on June 1, 1934, residing within the present boundaries of sny Indien
veservation,” I went to make this definition clear. Here we have the Wichita,
Caddo and Aff{liated Bends, which take in the Keeehi, Tawskonie, and other
tribes, but those tribes are recognized by the Govermment. The Kiows, Comenche
and Apache tribes are recognized dy the Govermment so any person having any
bdlood they ocan trace to either of these trides are oonsidered Indians, The
seg¢ond part means that if sn Indian belongs to a tribe not recognized by the
Govermment, and such Inlian was residing on a reservatioan on Jume 1, 1934,

the faet he has Indien bloed and the faet he was residing on a reservation
makes that person an Indian under the definition given here, The first part

of this definition makes all Indian eitizens in this sestion legal Indians
under the definition here given.

Now, we have some Indians in Oklahome that are not regognized as tribes. For
example, at Miami we found the remnants of the Mismi tribe which tribe is not
reeognized by the Govermment., We found several hundred Indian members of this
tribe and these Indians do not reside on a reservation, So, under this defie
nition the members of the Miami and Peori tribes in northern Oklshams, arse



not defined in such a way a8 tocome under the provisions of this bill, In an
effort to include Indians, many of them full bloeds dut who are not recognized
by the Gowermment, we placed in this sestion these words: “and shall further
include all other persons of one-half or more Indian bloed,” So in order that
the Indians belonging to the Miami tribe, those belonging to the Peeri tribe
and those belonging to the Katawba tribe in ¥outh Carclina, who are not reeog~-
niged by the Government and who do not reside upon a reserwvatica--in order foe
them to come under the termms of this defi{nition they must have at least ons=-half
Indian blood, W¥hile this does not affeet amy of you unless you belong t0 a for-
gotten tribe, Mr. Yollier and Ihave agreed, as far as we can agree, that this
segtion should be amended to make it more liberal so that Indiens belenging to
these lost tribes, who are not recogniasd by the Gowermment and who do net re-
side upon a reservation, may be eonsidered Indiems, To that end we have agreed
that it should be changed from one-half to one-fourth blood,

Now this bill aecqueints you with the faet thet you have scme new relatives. It
provides that- the Eskimos of Alaska are now your relatives begause under the tems
of this ®ill they are Indians, 80 now when you want to go and see your nes rels-
tives you oan go to Alaska for some fun on the igce, chaaing polar bears and
getting a lot of walrus meat, I helped draw this seetien and I approve of that
definition--not that we will make these Eskimoas Indians but for the purpose eof
this set we are going to treat those people in the same helpful way that we are
proposing to treat our own citizens here at home who fipst lived in this country.

I seid a short time age that this bill referred all the way through to reserva-
tions, In the definition of an Indian I want to read the following: "The tem
t{ribe' wherever used in this met shall be construed o refer to any Indien
tridbe, organimsd band, pusdle, or the Indians residing om ane ressrvatiom.® It
is possible for this seetien to be construed to mesn that whem you Indians dowa
here surremdered your ressrvetioms and went upon sllotments, you no longer were
t0 be considered as tribes of Iniiens., If that interpretation ahould be givem,
in order for you Indians to yegain your tridal status you must surrender your
lsnds and move back some plage to a reservation. It was becsuse of these hasy,
non-clear definitions, and becsuss I was not sure what you wanted to have done
that I exempted oertain provisions of this aet from applying to you mntil I
could come down, explaim them to you, and have you tell me what you wanted me
to do.

(8enator Thamas made brief comment as to the program for the aftermoon, stating
that he would econtimue his talk after the lunch hour, after which Mr. Monochan
of the Indian Office would address the sudience. After Mr. Monchan's talk the
representatives of the various tribes would be called on to rresent their views

on the law in gunestion.)

The meeting was adjourned at 12:45 for lunek, to be resumed at 1:43 for further
4i scussion,



1:45 White Parker selected to interpret for the Cammnches in place of Jokn Wimmerechy.

Senator Thomas: I will resums my explanstion of this bill where I left off just bee
fore the lunch houpr, I will take just a few momenis to point out some of the goed
things in this b$ll thet now apply to Oklahomea Indians. The first thing is to be
found in seetion 5 where the Govermment proposes to sppropriate $2,000,000 each
year for the purpese of duying land for landless Indiians., That means that every
yoar the sum of $2,000,000 will be eppropriated, which means that in five ysars the
sum of $10,000,000 will have been appropriated. This money 12 to be used fn tmying
lands for Indians who have no lands. This policy applies to our Oklahoms Indiams
the same as it applies to other Indians and of course I strongly approve of the
poliey of appropriating money to buy land for Indians who have as lamd.

Seotion 11 provides for an appropriation of $850,000 each year which is to be used
in making loans to boys and girls whe want to geo to higher aschdols of edusatiom.
The seetion I just referred te, relative to providing money to be used in dbuying
land for landless Ind ans--that is not a loam. The Govermment will tuy the lamé
and then permit Indian femjlies to 20 on the lsnd end live on it but the Indiss
femilies would have no title to the land, They would have the use of same during
their lifetime the same as if they owned it. In other words, it is land to be
held in trust for Indians snd all the time Indians will be living on it trying te
meke a livimg., Indian femilies who have no land would thus be afforded a chenoe
to get a piegce of land on which they might live, pay no taxes, pay no rent and
not heve to pay enything baek to the Govermuemt, It is land that will be held by
the Govermment foxr the benefit of Indien famflies--to afford them & hame and &
means of meking & living. '

In the use of this money there are two possible policies--one policy is to buy
a largs traet, all together, amd then move several families on this txsct where
they can live on a sort of reservatiom like you used to live. JSanother poliey is
30 use the money in dbuying individual traets containing 40, 80, or 160 aeres,
and placing a family on eech iniividual tmmet--the one, a sort of allotment for
the Indi ans smd the other a sort of reservation for the Indians., Personally I
would favor using this money in buying good lands-lands upon whick a white mam
eould make a living, snd if lands are secured which a white man eannot live upom
it would be haxrd for an Ini an to live on ite I would favor dbuying individual
tyects of land containing 40, 80 or 160 acres, and assigning an Indisn family,
not having lend, to such individual txeots, <hen help them tuild a house and
other improvements, and secure live stock such as horses, cows, pigs and chickens,
in order that they might meke a livings

This bil) provides in another segtion that Indian boys amd girls shall have &
preference right to positioms in the Indian Service, provided, of course, that
they prepare and qualify themselves to render good service so that in the future
the Indisn boys and girls who want & jeb and who will prepsre and equip them-
selves to render good serviee, will have & preference right to get amy positien

in the Pervice, including those of superintemient, stenogrspher, eclerk, bookkeeper,
teachers in the schools and positions in the hospitalse. In other wordas, each
position in the Indian ®erviece will be open to the Indiemn population, provided,
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of course, that they have the quelifiecations necessary to render efficient and
satisfaetory service, I have approved of this provision. I sm sure that these
three things I have just been talking about will be approved by each Indiam, I
will briefly go over them again. (1) Provide money to buy lands for the landless
Indiens, (2) Provide momey to be loaned to boys and girls cempleting high school
and Indian school, to enable them to sattend higher sehools of education, (3) Give
the Indians preference right to positions in the Indian “ervice, provided they
are qualified to fill same, I stand for ell three of those provisions and I am
sure you stand for all three of them,

I see in the rear of the auditorium spme students from the Riverside échool, 1
em advised that the boys in this school have organized a football team and that
this team has became so expert, proficient and seientifie that it is able to meet
any team in its class--that means of a sechool compareble to its school. Not enly
are they able to meat and render a good account of themselves, they very of ten
win the decisjons, e are all proud of this team's record, While football is a
fine thing for youngsters to indulgs im, schools are not meintained just to proe
duce footbell teams but the pchools are intended to help the boys and girls better
prepare themselves for meeting the Pgttles of life that sre sire to come, I em
glad to have these boys and girls hére so they may get an idea of the new poliocies
to be applied to the Indian population of the country.

This law provides other good features and other benefits for the Indians. I will
not take the time to go into §etail but fram now on I will devote my time to the
particular sections that do not epply to you but do spply to the other Indians of
the country,

Beotion 2 of this bill doss not apply to any Indians in Oklahoms, This seetion
reads as follows: "The existing periods of trust placed wpon sany Indian lands and
any restriction on slienation thereof are hereby extended and continued wuntil
otherwise direeted by Congress.” That sestion means, from my viewpoint, that all
of the restrietions of whatever kind and charaeter now on your lands will be eone
tinued forever, Of course, this seection says until Vomgress otherwise provides
or directs, That means until Vongress either amends or repeals this sectiem but
when the Indisn Office gets these lands in its possessiom it will be an extremely
difficult thing to get the restriotions removed, in my opinionm,

Seetion 2 must be construed and unferstool along with seetion 4. I quote the
following from seection &: "Except as herein provided, no sele, devise, gift,
exchange or other transfer of restristed Indian lands or of shares in the assets
of any Indian tribe or corporation organized hereunder, shall be made or approved,”

As I understand these two sections, they mean that no Indian now having lamd ean
ever sell it or cen ever will it. It means that you ean never give it away, Inm
other words, you ecan live on this land during your entire life time but when you
die it goes to your children and they will get a pertificate that they have an
interest in it. They cannot partitiom it nor ean they sell it but they ean live
on it during their life time., The same would apply to their childrem. In SO or
75 years there will be from 200 to 500 Indians owning each fam om this reserva-
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tiom. A2 I understand these two ssctions, and as I interpret them, whatever
title you now have to your lapd--if it is restriscted, which means an sallotment
title--these two sestions wuld include the benefit of that title, You stfll
bave the right to live om the lamd but you sennot oouwey it when you die. It
stil]l remeins under the jurisitetion and ¢eare of the Government, Your children
and their echildrem can live on it but mo ome in the future esn get any benefit
from the land exeept by living on 18, It esmot be 20ld, As a matter of general
Policy I have no complaint sgainst that seetion but there are exceptions that
thould be recognized, For exsmple, Semator Curtis, former Vige President of the
United States, is a Kaw Indien and has 400 aexes of good land near Pawnee, Okla-
homa, Mr, Curtis has never lived on that land but he owns it, He has an allote
ment title. He does not pay texss., He has two cifldren, one a promising attor-
ney in “hisago, the other, a deughter, is the wife of Col. George. They do not
want to live on this land, When Mr, “urtis dies his children cannot get this
land unless they live on it. I think that in a ease such as Mr, Curtis® the
land could be sold but if this law had passed as drewn the heirs of Mr, Curtis
eould not have received any benefit from his land unless they came dagk to
Oklahams and started faming it, If these two seetions had beem permitted teo

be applisd to yow Indians of Oklahoms then the childrem of fomer Vies Presie
dent Curtis could not have received sny bemefita frem his land unless they ocame
and lived on i%, or, unless the Indian Office rented it and peid them the proe
ceeds which, of course, is not the thing we are trying to de in this bill,

These two seetions propose to extend all restrietions on all Indism lands fore
ovexY,

Now as a general policy I have no objestion to the ressriotions being extended
but there are exceptioms and the bill makes no exeoptions and begause it makes

no exceptions I took the Oklahome Indians out of the bill until such time as

we eould have the exeeptions written into the law, Since Mr. Collier has come

to the state and seen our Indiasm problem he now agrees that these seetions should
be amended to take care of those cases where restristions should be removed and
the land 5014 in order to take eare of the heirs, We both agree that this see~
ton should be amended and we will try and amend it to teke care of these seetions
as they arise, So far as I know, there is no one anywhere who is insisting that
8 single aore of restricted Indian land be removed fram restrietiom so your land
ean be placed on the tax rolls, Of course, it is desirabdble from a public poliey
standpoint to have these lanis taxsd but when the restriotions are removed, the
records show that the Indians soon lose their land, Therefore, the Indian be=~
comes 8 charge upon his friends, his family or the Govermment, So it appesrs

to be for the best interest of all that the lands of the elderly Indians end

the very aged Indians, be kept under trust indefinitely, Then when the elderly
Indiens pass on, if their children want to keep the land restrieted, partitiomed
smong themselves, or live on this land in cammon, it will be th® pelicy of the
Depariment to keep the land restrieted to accemmodate the childrenm of the Indiems
now living, If the children of Indians now living do not desire to go bdeck te
the lend and farm it-~if they are interested in some kind of business, such as
teaching, office work, etes., and want their momey frem this land to be used in
their business--it oceurs to me it would de good business to permit the restriew~
tions in certain cases to be removed in order that the Indians who d¢ not want
the land might sell it to some one wanting it and use the proceeds in their

business,
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I know that the great majority, practieaslly all of the Indiens in this seetiem
of the State, want the restrietions on their land extended. I know that, but
in scme eases there might be exceptions where the children of the aged Indians
might want the restrietions removed in order that they might mell the leand, and
that embreees the exception to this rule, I know from personal contset that the
Indian Office wants all existing restrictions extended save in same exceptional
eeses. The restrictions now upon the lands in this seetion--that is, the Kioma,
Comanche, Apeche, Wichita and Caddo lands-~those restrietions are placed thexe
now by an order of the President. For e long time restrictions were on the land
by virtues of law, and the President, under the law, has power to extend them
and now the restrietions are on your land by virtue of the President having ex-
tended thess restrietions. Under the law the President has further power to ex~
tend your restrietions for another period and then another peried snd as long as
the Indian Offiee wants the restrietions extended end as long as the Indians
want the restrietions extended,

The present policy is to keep all Indian land now under restriction--keep such
restrietions on indefinitely. So as matters now stend no Indian should have the
least bit of fear that the restrictioms on his or her land are going to be re-
moved. Until this policy is changed there is no chance of any Indian who wants
his restrietions removed, getting same removed unless it is a very strong case
where he should have them removed and asks for them to be removed. I hope that
makes this restrietion matter plain. Not only will you not have your restrie-
tions yemoved but if you wamted them removed you could not get them removed,
That should settle that mattex,

Now I will pass from that provision to just one other. This bill proposes to
appropriate the sum of $10,000,000 to be placed in & fund to be loanad te Indisn
trides thet live on ressrvations, This provision is under seetion l6, I will
read the first few lines of this sestion: "Any Indian tribe, or trides, re-
aiding on the same reservaetion, shall have the right to organize for its common
welfare, and msy adopt an appropriate constitution and bylaws,” 8o as I under-
stend this seetion, Indians who 4o not reside on a reservation cannot fom a
constitution and bylaws and if they desire to form a constitution ani bylaws
they must move on a reserwvation.

Seetion 10 provides for the sppropriation of $10,000,000 but seetion 10 provides
that loans from this fund e¢an only be made to chartered Indian corporations.

So, commeeting that with Seetion 16, before you ean have a chartered corporsiion
you must live on a reservation. Under the terms of this bill none of this
$10,000,000 fund could be loaned to an individual Indian. Itcould only be

loaned to chartered tribe of Indians., DBecause our Indians do not live om
reservations, as I understand reservetions, they could mot form these corporations
and beeause they could not fomm these corporations they could not get amy of

this money. I want our share of that $10,000,000 mede aveilable to the Indians
of Oklahoma without having to form any kind of corporation to get it. Mr.Collier
has made the statement to some of our audience that this money would be loaned

to a corporation and the corporation im turm would loan the money to individual
Indians. In this State, having no reservations, we could not have corporaticas
but I contend we ¢an amend this bill so our Indians here gan get some of this
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money, When this bill was drewn the Senate Cormittee hed the reservetion Indians
in mind. For example, the Menomines Indians in Wisconsin have a large trect of
land covered with a heavy growth of timber. These Indians want the right to ore
ganize themselves inte a chartered corporation in order that they may borrow money,
erect saw mills, cut and sell their timbexr, giving labor to the Indiens, and X ’
approve the policy for that tribe of Indians, handled that way. Many tribes have
tribal property that they went to manage. So this sestion applies to them in s
good way but our Indians have no tribal property to speak of, s0, not having much
tribal property there is no oceasion for a corporation to handle the tribal
property, Having no tribal property and not @esiring to engage in a business in
which the whele tribe is interested, I do not see any benefit in making an effort
to organize & chartered corporation in order to get this money, We must get this
money to use for our own partieular business {n improving our fams, buying

ferm machinery, buying horses, sattle and other live stock. As I ase it, the

only chance we have of getting this money is to get 1t individually and not as

& tribe, to help us to better and essier make a living,

I have used a lot of time amd have tried to explain in a sort of brief way, or
rather give a birdseye pieture of this bill. I have not gone inte all the bill
bat I think I bhave given enough information for you to sse that this bill has

a great influence over the Indianas of the country, Therefore, it is most ime
portant for you to understand it before you decide to come under its provisfous,

I am now going to introduece the representative of Mr, Gollier, or the Aeting
Commissioner, but before I do that I will make one further statement. When this
meeting is over and when the Businsss “Yaomittees have had a chanee to think over
what has been said and form their epinions of this lew, I amgoing to ask tham
to meet and pass resolutions setting forth exaetly what theythink of this bill,
whe ther or net they wish to come under the provisions they are now exsmpt from,
and stating wbatever they want to state relative te this bill. When they pass
these resolutions I want one copy sent to me and one copy to Mr, Gollier, and
I hereby extend an invitation to every Indian of this jurisdietiom to write me

e letter. Teke any kind of paper youhave amd pencil, if you have nothing else,
and write me a letter telling me what you think of this bill, the same as I

have asked the Business Yommittess to do. I have asked every Buainsss Com~
mittee of every tribe in the State to meke such resolutions and send us copies,
I have asked every Indian in the #tate to write me what he or she thinks about
this d£1l, When we get all these resolutions and letters we will have a goed
18ea of what the Indians of Oklahama want, not only in respeet %o this bill

dbut the amendments to the bill, o

Now after Mr.Monohan has made his statement I want you to remember that we will
have statements from Indians representing Tribal Councils, Businsss Committses,
and then the meeting will be open to any other Indian wanting to make a state~
ment or ask 2 questiocm, Now I am glad again, as I have bdeen during the past

ten days, that we have haed a repressntative of the Indianm O0ffice with US~~

Mr, Collier for the first five meetings, Mr. Monohan during those meetings,

and todsy. Mr, Monohan knows the Indian problem from long years of experiense
and I take great plessure in presenting to you the Aoting Commissioner, Mr. M ono~

han from the Washington Office,
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Mr. Monohan: Friends, I am very very much disappointed in Senator Thomas. I
thought Senator Thomas always told the truth and nothing but the Sruth but I find
he does not. 7This morning he stoed right here and referred to me as the goed
locking man from ths Indiam Offigoe so I will have to tell him the difference be-
tween a false statement, such aa he msde, and a true statement, such as I will

- make, When he said I was & good looking man--that was false, but when I say the

Senator is a good looking mam--that is true, But up in Weshington we do not

have much time to think whether a man is good looking or not. W ithink about what
he has in his breis end we know Femator Thomas as one of the most able men in the
United States ©enate. When he made that stetement about me I was not sure he
meant me because he pointed to Mr.McCown, your superintendent, Now I nevex
stopped to think whether Mr, McCown was good looking or net but I do know he is
one of the most able superintendents we have in the Indian Serviee and he does
good work, Any time you do not want himdown here let us know for we have lots of
places where we would like to have him, While Mr, McComn is very wise in most
things he does, he did one wunwise thing today. He told me this morning that this
young ledy who is taking down the proesedings was the best stenographer in the
Indian Servies, That was & very unwise statement begause I need a good stemographer
in my office in Washingtom,

It will not be negessary for me to say very much about the Wheeler-Howard bill,
besause the Senator has explained it quite thoroughly to yon. There are, as we
plainly see, oertain correstions that must be made in order to clarify the mesn-
ing of scme parts of the bill and I think we are in agreeuent in regard te what
slarifying must be done, That word ’reservation' in the bill does nesd eclari-
fying. I hope the Senator is wrong when he says there are 30 Indian reservatiions
in Oklehoma at the present time, because if he is righ%, I can see where I and
8 few others are going to become enrolled allottees not on an Indian reservation
but in a Federel penitentiary.

The last Gongress passed an aet with the Senator's support, appropriating
$2,000,000 for road work on Indian reservations and I have aljotted a lot of that
money to Oklehoma and if you have no reservatioms I have made a mistake and
MeCarl will put me in jail.

Most of the Wheeler-Howard bill has to do with landmat$ers and I want to explain
why it has to do so much with lend matters. The history of the World shows that
no group of people have become presperous unless they owned land. The Indians
of the United Stetes owned much land at one time but the amount of land owned
by them is growing less and less until now, unless we find same way to keep

the lend frem going from Indian ownership to white ownership, it is believed
that in 20 or 25 years there will be no land left in Indian ownership. That
does not mean that each Indisn must be a farmer or & stockman. ¥ have ten
Superintendents of Indian bleod, all the way from Henry Hoe Oloud, a full bdleed,
down to othews possessing one-sixteenth Indien bloed. We have over 1000 Indians
holding regular Civil Berviee positions in the Indisn S8erviee., They are fitted
for every positiem., It does not mean that they must all be land owners but @
large pert of the rege must own land if they are to be a prosperous people.

The Indians in the United States first owned all the lamd then the Indian $ribdes,
one after snother, made treaties with the United States Govermment and they
still owned a great deal of land. Then in 1887 Congress passed the allotment
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act, 50 ¢alled., Indians were 2llotted on eertain ressrvations and after the
allotments were compleoted in 1900--¢ertain reservations not being allot ted-~
She total land allotted amounted te 150,000,000 seres. Out of the amount of
land allotted in 1900, the Indiamns have 47,000,000 asres and they would not
have that 47,000,000 aeres were it not for the faet that certain large reser-
vations were never allotted, such as the Navajo reservetion. Wherever the
allotment system has been used the Indians have lost their lamd. On TeseTVE~
tions where there has been no allotment system the Indiaps still own the land.
That is why we want the allotment system stopped. We have many reservations
where all of the land is owned by the tribe and the tride, through its busi-
ness commitises, assignsy-not allots--but gives en individual Indien the use
of 40, 80 or 160 acres, to be used by him so long as he makes beneficial use
of it and when he does not make good use of it he is rermitted to go somewhers
elas and let same other man uses the land. If he builds a house on it and other-
wise makes good use of it his children oen use i%, But if they prefer to o
off, study medicine, become lawyers, or engage in some othey business, they
een sell the house and same other Indian ¢an use the good traet of land. It
is not an allotment but an assigmment or use of the land while the man nakes
good use of it. ‘

The Indians in this jurisdietion, under Mr, McCGown, own today more land--s
larger percentage of the land allotted to them-~than any other group of Indiens
in the United States that I know of. You have held on to your land better
than any one ¢lse., But even then these figures show that you have only a
small smount of lend to what you used te have. These are figures for the
Kiowa reservatiom: The original reservation consisted of 2,383,000 aares.
When the land was allotted 85354,000 acres out of that 2,583,000 acres were
allotted to Indians, leaving over 2,000,000 asres open to hamesteads and towne
sites, Now of that 534,000 acres that was allotted to the Indians, 388,000
aores are still in Indian ownership but only half of that 1s in the ownership
of the original alleottess who are now living, The other half is in the @6~
ceased estates waiting to be divided emong the heirs, Now what is going to
happen to this heirahip land? Under the law three things esn happem. It can
be divided smong the heirs or partitioned smong the heirs; held as a traet
and leased by the ageney and the money given to the heirs; or, it ean be sold
and the money given:to the heirs. History ashows that practically all so~called
heirship land over the United States is sold within a faw ysars after the
original allottee dies. That is where it gets out of Indian ownership. You
and I are going to 4ie some day and this land we hold is going t0 pass to our
heirs and if we have a lot of heirs the only selution is to sell the lamd.

The Indians will not have money with which tc buy it and some one else must
buy it. The land is, therefore, not Indiam land in the future. W¥e hope Cone
gress will appropriete this $2,000,000 provided in the Wheeler-Howard bill
for the purpose of buying land this yeay, next ysar and for many yeers to come
becauss we have now in the United States aver 7,000,000 acres of land in heir-
ship status which would require $100,000,000 to buy it. $2,000,000 will buy
only a very little, The land we want to buy with this $2,000,000 is largely
this heirship land which is now scattersd among the land owned by the living
Indians. We want to hold that land under Government title s¢ it cannot be
sold, and bave your Tribal Gouncil assign the use of that land to landless
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Indians 80 long as they will make beneficial use of it, There is no thought in
the Indien Office to buy & lot of land here and there. The intemtion is to by
ell the heirship land we can so that we can hold it in Indien ownership for the
use of Indiens who heave no land now,

The Senator has explained to you very theroughly and fairly what the Wheelexw
Howard bill means but before these meetings began there were many articles in
the newspapers, not only in Oklahoma but in every Btate in the Uniom where Indians
sre located, that very much misrepresented what the Wheeler-Howard dill really
meant, I want to explain a few of those statements, Certain papers stated that
the Wheeler~-Howard bill would take away from the sllotted Indiens their allotted
lands and give then to seme one else t0 use, There is nothing in the Wheelers
Howard bill and nothing im any plan of Mr, “ocllier or the Indian Offiee, that
would teke away from any individual Indian his allotment. In faet there is no
authority of law to 4o tha% and there can de no authority of law to do that

any more than there oould be one to take away my property and heme in Washington.
The land held by you under trust patent is yours and it cenpet be takem awey
from you, not even by the Congress of the United States,

The papers in various plaees have also stated we were planning to buy land
away off sanewhers and put you baek on a reservatiomn. There is no truth in
that whatever. I have told you that it is the intention of Mr. Collier and

the Indian Office to'use most of the money in buying this seattered heirship
land where you alreedy live, There are some Indians for whom we bave to buy
same land. ~enator Thomas referred to & group of Indians im South Carolins
who have an average of 3 acres for eaeh Indien, those aeres being sand patches
on which they esnnot rsise a cucumber, They are living next to starvatiom
begause they have no land, We want to buy them good land, The Seminole Indians
in Florida have 150,000 aeres, 145,000 of which are under water most of the
time, They live on little treets of land--a half aere here and a half acre
there--seattered over a large territory. They could not live at all if it

were not for the geme, fish, ete, Wo want tobuy landi for those Indiamns,

Certain peopls here, in South Jakota, in California, and other places have
said that Mr. Gollier wanta to feree all the Indians back to their pagan re-
ligions. Mr. Yollier has no desire o foree you to any religion whatever,
His statement is that the Indians of the United States are citimens just she
same &8 he and I are, and the Constitution of the United #tates guarantees
religious freedam to all. 4 can pick out the Church I want, Tha Senater
ean pick out the Church he wants and Mr, Collier says the Indians ean pieck

out the Chureh they want.

There is one other statement I want to correet that has been made by the people.
They have stated that it was the purpose of Mr, Yollier to have the Indiens om
a reservation under the Govermment; that they would be separate from the County
and Htate but not separats from the United States--they would be a little
Nation within the United Htates, That is not trus, Mr. Collier's idea is
that the Indians on one of these reservations, or ever others not on a reserva-
tion, where they have tribal property, would have an or@nintion with selfe
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govermment in the +thingas they own, Not self-government as far as the County
or S3tate government is conecerned. What he has in mind is an organization such
as the Methodist Chureh, for instange, has. Here is a Church owned by people
living in the town or ecountry. They do not live together but they all own pars
of the (hureh. They elset a Board of Direetors. If the Church undertook a
school or heospital 1t would probadbly incorporate under the lawws of the SBtate

and the Board of Trustees would run the corporation. That is a legal obligationm
to handle the Chureh matters the same as the Tribal Coumeil would handle tridal
metters, Such an organization would mean self-govermment in the things affegtw
ing you but would not separate you from County or State govermment,

I have taken one~half hour of your time and I could teke more but I want to
leave the meeting open for questions. Before I ait down, however, let me tell
you that Mr. Collier told me to say to you that he was very sorry he could not
ocome here himself but other matiers made it neesssary for him to go to Washing~
ton. He said he enjoysd the meeting here a few months ago and that he will come
agein just as soon as he ean,

Senator Thomes: Members of the several tribes, sinee the meeting eonvened we
have had a2 new arrival in the person of the Congressmen representing this dis-
triet, Hon. Jed Johnson. So now I take great pleasure im presenting to you

one of your true and tried friends, to my eertain knowledge,Hon. Jed Johnson,

Mr. Johnson: Brother Kiowas, fellow Comanches and brother and fellow Wichitas,
Apaches and other Indians presemt. I say brother Kiowss bdeecsuse I am a full
blood Kiowa Indism, I admit it. Now #lbert Attocknie says I will not get any
more Gomanche votes when I admit I am & Kiome. I was made a full blood Kiowa
ten years ago and over night I beeame a full bloed Indisn, Now I am glad to
be here to pay my respests to you Indians present. I eame to hear Jenator
Thomes and the Indien Offies representative and not to talk to you myself.

You ¢an hear me any time, .

Eight years ago when you sent me as a representative to Congress I told you
that, altbough I had liwved among Indians all my life, I felt Semator Thomas
knew more sbout you and what you wanted than eny other man in the United States
of Ameries and I think that is true today, During these eight years I have
followed the lead of Senator Thomas on Indian legislatfon snd if I stay in
Congress eight or eighty years longer you will find 3emator Thomas and me
going hand in hand, working fox the beat interest of every tribe of Indians,
During the last administration we had an Indian Commissioner and an Assistant
Commissioner from the East on the Atlantie sesboard, neither of whom had
scarsely ever seen an Indiam, yet they eeame out here to tell us all about
Indian affeirs. The Assistant Commisaioner eame to Anadarko end told us he
proposed te put all our Indian boys and girls in the public schools. He was
sineere but he was wromg, He did not know snything about Indianse I epposed
the policy of the former Ccmmissioner of Indism Affairs and Assistant Cam=
missioner, with reference to educatiom of the Indien boys and girls because I
knew they did not know what they were talking about. They had read in &
magazine probably, that all Indian children should be plaeed in public schools
and they insisted on doing that thing. I stood hand in hand with Senator
Thomes and we defeated that in Congress under the old administratiom.
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When the Wheeler-Howard bill was introduced in the last Congress I conferred
with Senator thomas, I conferred with B{ll Eastings snd the Indians fram this
distriet and I opposed the Wheeler-Howard bill as originally written. I con~
forred with the CGommissionsr of Indien Affairs and his sesistants. I wanted

his viewpoint on the Wheeler-Howard bill. I reed it over several times, I

did not know any more about the Wheeler-Howard bill after I had read it the
gsixth time than I did after I read it the first time. Right here I want to say
this. I know your Qommissioner of Indian sffairs, Mr. John Cellier and I like
him, I think he is the Indians' fyiend and weanta to do something for the Indianse
I do not want to de misunderstood. I am on friendly terms with the Commissjioner
and his assistants but I think people in Oklehoma-~I think Senstor Thomas knows
more about the Indians than the whole Bureau of Indian Affairs in Washington.

Now just confidentially-~not so it will be repeated~~Senstor Thomas is going
to be the Chairmen of the Indian &ffairs Committee in Washington and will cone
tinue Chairman for years tocome. He will have more power in the Senate and
Congress than any other member on Indian Affairs and I sm going to continue to
follow the lead of Senator Thomas on Indian affairs in Washingten,

So far as the Wheeler-Howard bill is coneerned--after it is re-introdueed in
the coming session of Congress and meets the epproval of the Oklahomea Indians
and the approvel of Senator Thames, I am going to suppoxt that, or any other
logislation the Indians wamt but I am not going to support legislatiom the
indians themselves do not want,

Just one more thought and I am through. We have a representative of the Indien
Offiee here. I was pleesed with his address end was greatly interested in 1it,
I understand he is in charge of Indian propexty and I want to say to him that
the Indians here would like to see this gymmasimmwauditorium constructed. The
money has been appropriated for & year, We tore our shirts so they could get
the money for the building., I am not blaming the Indian Offies., The trouble
may be with the Public ¥orks but I want to say to him that we are going to have
that gymnasium constructed or we are going to know the resson why.

For the past ten years the Indlans of this vicinity hawve been begging for a
nurses' home at the Kiowe Hospital at Lawtem. We have been at work and have
the appropriation from Congress for the nuraes' home. I want to say to yon,
and in the presense of this representative from the Indiam Office, that we
want that home built and we don't mean maybe. We are proud of the fagt that
we have & wonderful hospitel at Lawion just for Indiens, We are proud of our
school, ¥We are not going to have our school abolished. We are going to con=-
tinue edueating the children in Indian schools just like the Indians want them
educated and we are going to have expert teachers in our schoels. WuWe want the
Indian Office in Washington to cooperate with us and get more money for Indiam
education in this State,

Again, we want to express our appreciation to the Indian Office for cooperating
in getting us a great Federal Building to be constructed in Anasdarke at a cost
of approximately $180,000. It will be one of the beast in Western Oklahoms,

If it had noet been for the coeperation of the Indien ¥ffice and the Commissiomer
of Indian affeiras we would not have got that building for the use of the Indians
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in transseting their business in #nadarke, Now the completion of that building
not only means & eonvenience to you Indians but it meens that for yeers and years
to come you, your children and your grandchildren will have mo farther to ge them
Ansdarko to trensact your busimess with the agenqy, as it will never be possible
to move the Indian dgemey to Oklahoma City, Muskogee or aay other place but it
will remain here where it should be,

My Indien friends my speech is through end I hope to see every one of you per=
sonally before returning to Washington. I thank you,.

Senator Thomes: This concludes the statements to be made by those on the plate
form. The meeting from this time on will be your meeting. I will start in the
North part of the distrioct and go South and will first ask for a statement, if
any one esres to make one, on behalf of the Wichita Tribe of Indiens, Is there
any ons representing the Wichi{tas who sares to make a atatement relative to the
Wheeler-Howard law? Does any one desire to make a statement on behalf of the
Caddo Tribe? Al)l right, I now present to you the representative of the Gaddo
Tribe of Indiams, Mr. Robert Punlap.

Robert Dunlap: Friends, Kiowa, “omanche, Apache, Wichita, Delaware and Caddo, I
will not take up much time on this Wheeler-Howard law. My people, the Ceddos,
have already decided. There are three things in this bill thet we eppose. Oux
Senator, Hon. Elmer Thomes has a reselution and our Congressman, Hon, Jed Johme
son has one. 4ll our representatives heve copies of our resolution, We have
nothing to bring up at the present conferenece. We decided to wait, g0 back hame
and hold a general council and present all the statements our Senator made, and
our Assistant Cammissioner, so the people will take it up in the Committee and
write down everything the Indians want, then bring it baek and present it to

- our Senator for his consideration when he gets back to Washington, I hope the
rest of you Indians have your minds mede up as to your attitude toward the
Wheeler-Howard law. As our Penator said, this lew in some seetions is all right
- fos us Oklahoma Indiams. Some of it is not, It is all right for other Indians
who have reservetions., We have a govermment here. We are under the Federal and
State lawa, We are used to it end I believe the Oklehoma Indians will be better
off than those on the reservations, Sooner or later you people will find out

I em right. That is about all I have to say on the subjeet.

Senator Thomas: Now we will have a statement from the Kiowa tribe, Who will
speak for the Kiowss? All right Delos, Ladies snd gentlemsn I have the pleasure
now to present to you one of the famous Indiasns of the United Statem. 4 lomg
time ago you had a great lawsuit pending in the Court of the Naticn and the law-
suit had attached to it the name of Lonewolf., This is the man who bears that
pame. Then at a later date a famous artist back East wanted a typieel Indian
to get on a horse sohe might make a model of the horse and Indiam. The horse
and Indien were selseted. The Indian did not have many clothes on at the time
he posed for the pieture and this, ladies smd gentlemen, is that part of the
model, Meny Indians have become famous. We have them here in Oklahuma and
Kansss., Besides those mentioned this morning we have musicians, educators and
business mem. In other words, you Indians of Oklahoma eanreach any position
youwant. Now I have greet pleasure in presenting to you ons of your owan famous

Indians, Mr, Delos Lonewolf,
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Delos Lonewolf: Senator, ladies and gentlemsn, the SBenator got me all nervous,

I am asked to make a statement en the Wheeler-Howard bill. Most of you know my
position--~that I was strongly against the originel bill 2nd ¥ am still against
most of the bill as passed. In the first place the Wheeler-Howard bill is not
necassary. It is not needed. I will tell you why. I say it is not needed and
is not necessary besause the things that the Commissiener started to do ean be
done without amy law, such as buying land for lendless Indians, making money availe
able for students to borrow, and giving preference right to Indians in Govermment
positions--all those things, they have authority for and if they need a little
more authority they can get it without starting this bill to cause frietion among
the Indians. I think the Semator will bear me out. I wrote him a note abous
this bill end think he will remember it. I said thet I would rather pay taxes
and be a man smong men than be & useless Indian forever. & further stated in
that letter that as far asMr, Collier's bill was concerned it wes sbout 60 years
behind the times as far as the Kiowa, Comanche and Apache Indians were coneerned.
In one of my talks I made this statement, that if, sbout 60 years ago when our
people were brought in from the prairies, they had been placed on the reserva-
tion such as the Commissioner has in mind, it would have been all right but they
started to make citimens out of our people and now we have got to the place where
we are recognized as citizsns of Oklahoma and the United States and I feel it will
not be right and proper for us to go back. The plan of the Govermment was to
change our people from our old ways to the ways of the white man and for the past
60 years the Kiowa, Comanche and Apache Indians have made wonderful progress toe
ward thet end and it will not do for the same Govermment to undo all that work,

1 ean give more reasons but to make the whole thing short, will say that I know
I am speaking for most of the Kiowas. 1 have talked with some of the Comanches
and we feel as we always did toward this bille-that we do not want the bill busg
it was amended and pamsed and it is a law now. Since our good Senator is the
man who mede the changes we are satisfied with his work and we édono want amy
change, In conclusion I want to say that I have spent some little time im
Washington. I have worked with different Congressmen and different Senators

but I have never found a Congressman or Senator working any better for our
interest and for our benefit than our Senator, Hon., Elmer Themas and our Congress-
man, Hon. Jed Johnson. I say that we do not want any change for this reason.

if we gote work snd suggest some changes and amendments to this law we are likely
to get into deeper water. We cannot tell what Congress will dee If we suggest
some changes they might throw us in the commmnity feature of it and we do not

want any of that.

Senator Thomas: Now who will speak for the Comanches? The other day at Shawnee
one or two Indians right off the reservation, in their everye-day clothes, made
some short speeches. Those speeches were strietly to the point and they stated
the philosophy of this bill in a few words and better than I have ever heard it
stated. After they finished their speeches I told the Indians that in the past,
and present, we have had some great Indien orators snd if 1 were assembling &
bunech of Indian spseches I would include same ¢of those speeches., Now we have
on the pletform one whom I consider one of the greateat Indien orators that
ever lived., Here is the reason 1 make this statement,

Mr.Monohan: Albert just told me that that was another lie,
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Senator Thomas: I am afraid I am going to lose my reputation. Jed Jehnsen told
us he had joined the Kiowa tribe, I have dome better tham that. I have joined
all thess tribes of Indians. Just as scon as I find time I am going up to Alas~
ke and visit scme of my relatives, the Eskimos. Three of four years ago when the
Senate Indian Commi ttee oceme to Oklahoms this canmittee had & session at the Fort
8411 Indien School. At that time it was proposed to abelish the boarding schools
of the various tribes of this State. On that oceasion the speaker who you will
hear now made an address before the Committee. His address was in such language
and embodied such arguments as I had never heard, 4After the address I asked for
a copy of the speech. He gave it to me and I plaged a copy in the Congressional
Record and same time in the future when & book of Indian spseches is compiled, I
guarantes the address of the man about to speak to you now will find a place in
that volume of orations, A4s you know, I have lived here almost 34 years. I have
met with you in every sesetion of the reservation, have talked with you about your
problems, have helped prepare your legisiatiom and helped with your Red River
suit and I am proud of the Indians of Southwest Oklahoma., I &m proud of the
record the members of your tribes sre meking. I am proud of your schools and the
boys and girls attending Riverside and Fort Sill. Naturally I am glad to be here
with you en this ocomsien, I fear I will lose what lititle reputation I have left
for telling the truth so I em going to stop and let Albert Attocknie do mome

talking for us.

Albert Attocknie: Senator Thomas, Gongressmen Johmson, Mr. Monohan, Supt. McCowm,
and brother Indians. You have heard speeches from the greatest men in the United
States, “enstor Thomas and Congressman Johnson, and you have heard speeches from
well edusated Indians, Dunlep and lonewolf, but now you are going to hear from

one Indian who is no more than just an Indian, I have no edueation end training
in the schools such as most of you people here have, I am just an Indian interest-
ed in Indian affairs, and I em going to tell you where I stand on the Wheeler-
Howard bill. W¥hen I speak about the Wheeler-Howard bill I speak from my indie-
vidual viewpeint. No one of my tribesmen has asked or appointed me to speek

for them so what I say is just my personal epinion.

In the Indien way of living we Indians lived by hunting and chasing buffale.

We never stopped to ask a white friend for adviee for we knew allabout it. Ve
had for generations and generatiens lived on what we got from chasing buffale.

I em going to admit something that I have never done before, I have never ad-
mitted that a Kiowa is worth more as an Indiam, or in any way, then a Comanche
but in this ease I am going to say that the Kiowa, Jed Jobnson says when he

read the Wheeler-~Howard bill over seversl times he did not know anything about
it, This Kiowa knows more about legislation and things 1like that in a bill
then apy of us Comanches, therefore, if this Eiows doesn’t know that bill how
ean wa Indiens, Vomanches especially, understand that bill? Now then, sinee

we cannot understand it as well as our representatives in Gongress, I think it
is wise that we trust the smendments to the Wheeler-Howard bill to our repre-
sentatives in Comgress, namely Senator Elmer Thomes and Representative Jed Johne
son., Even up to yeaterday seme of our Comanehe friends, leaders of organized
Churches, did not even understand that the Wheeler-Howard bill had become a law,
Then after it beeeme a law, without us having much to do %o help him, our Coman~
che brother, wepator Thomas, picked ont those things we did not sese--thirteen
of them, which is unlueky., I wish he had left ome off or added another--~he

picked thirteen seetions of the bill which we all asgree is good for us, 4is to

~2lw



the other six, let us leave those to his judgment, Of course we can write to
him but let us tell him we do not trust our juigment as we have in the past.

Ak lot of us got together and asked for semething and the best or cresm of our
race--I am speaking of the Comanches--applied for our patents because we thought
we wore competent and it proved that the beat of us did not understend bacause,
a8 demonstrated here, we lost all of our lands. We are just like ehildren--
papooses oarried on the baecks of our mothers-~me d0 not know what is good for
us. We call for this snd that. Even at the agency I go to the Superintendent
and ask him for this and that and I am turned down. Afterward I find that if

I had been given what I wanted it would have resulted in herm tome. S o I

will repeat again, when we write the Senstor let us tell him we are leaving it
to his judgment %o pick out what is best for our people. These men know where
we are weak and they know where we are a little strong, Indisns like Millett
here, for instanse, were driven on the reservation and onto an allotment. They
did not know how te eare for themselves. They did not know how to make a living,
The Govermment said it was going to give us schools to edueate and trein our i
children so they oould take their plases in every day competitive pursuits of
life. Then when we were adjusating ourselves to the boarding schools, namely
Riverside and Fort 8ill--that is all we have left-~-the Coumissioner, Mr. Collier
and his assistants took position against the boarding schools because some
children out in the West were entirely out of school, So I say that is wrong.
It is not right to take bread from one child, let him do without, and give it
to another when the Government ecam provide for those without taking our boarde
ing schools away from us, If these achools are maintained that is the best

way to solve the Indian problem. As you will agree, we old men are worthless
and the hope of our race is on our children, the Indian youth, If these schools
are not enlarged I think the Kiowa, Jed Johnson and the Comanche, Elmer Thomas
will dig up their old tomahawks thet have been buried for years, snd the Indiens

will de on an uprising,

Senator Thomas: We heve now listened for a long time to some of the older
Indians and insmmch as we must adjourn in a few mements it is proper that we
hear frem some of the younger Indians. I now have the plsasure of introdueing
to you James Otipobdy,

James Otipoby: For a long time my people have been in scmewhat of confusiem
a8 to where they stoed on this Wheeler-Howard bill. They did not trust the
oconmitieemen at all. The committeemen were divided., One was pulling this way
and one another way, When 4lbert Attocknie came to the point where he stoed,
everybody pricked up their ears because they wanted to know where he stood.
As we listensd to hear where he atopd he merely illustrated or told how they
used to kill the buffalo, jerked the meat and complimented the Senator and
CGongressman, We do not know where you atand, Albert. Will you kindly tell
us where you stand? Get up and tell them where you stand. Senator Thomas,
had it not been for my young people thet man would have forsed my people to
sign this Wheeler-Howard bill the first erack out of the bex, May I ask you
to stand and tell us, Albert--may I Senator Thameas--my people want to know
where he stands., I would like to cooperate with him if he tells us.
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Senator Thamams: This meeting belongs to you Indians end no one is going %o be
smbarrassed and if any one doean't want to answer a questiom they don't have to,
If you ask me questions I will try to answer them dut we must not get into a
fight here. Of course, I am willing to stay here all night if we have the
promise of a good sorap. 1 realize that we all have fights smong ourselves,
The DYemoerats and Republicans fight all the time and the Indians are like the
whites, They like to fight ones in a while but we like to fight inm the right
way. Albert has made his statement and when James gets through Albert has the
right to reply if he sares to, That is the way white people fight in publie.

I would suggest that we progeed. What we are interested in is not fights be~
twesn yourselves. What we are interested in is what you think of this bill

and what yon weant us to do. 7Tell us what you want us to do but keep your Rights
to yourselves, 1 could not help you muchw-I am not much of a fighter myself,
Mr. Monohan and I want to know what the speskers think of the bill. Instsad

of the speaker taking your time and ours by eritieizing members of the tribe,

I would like to ask him, if I may, what he thinks ebout the b1llx2

James Otipoby: In regard to the guestiom of the Senstor I will say that I for
one have been against the Whesler-Howard bill from the start because from what
little edusation I have I happen to understand it, not thoroughly but perts of
it, and enough that I know it would not be right for my father to sign it,

Just as the Senator said regarding his amendments, I alsc had said from the
start that the bill did not fit our present conditiens, It did f£it the Westemn
Indians but not our conditions as we are a different type and live in a differ-
ent loeality., Of course, the Henstor, due to his vast experienee in publie
1ife, and being a servant of the people, has gone farther and has pieked out
the best of this bill and tried to apply it te our Oklahome Indians, for whieh
we are so grateful. Therefore, the general sentiment of my people is that they
have a tribal vote instead ef a Business Committee vote and resolutions. My
people feel that way beeause of our divisiem. Therefore, in ¢losing I stil)
leave the platform with a desire to know where the gentleman stands,

Senator Thomes: Albert wants to make a reply.

Albert Attocknie: I don't want to take up your time in fighting. That is
something I abheor but sinece I have been ettacked I am going to say just a few
words because they tell me the worst eriminals and gengsters in Chiesgo are
given a chanee to say a word in their own defense. I don't sea them now but
there were same members of the Tribal Council who at first were willing to
agaoept the Wheeler-Howard bill even though scme provisions d4id pot suit them,
eand it was said that Senator Thomes would smemd it 30 it would not be hexmful
to the tribdes. When the Wheeler-Howard bill was re jected Senator Thomas got
my letter which aaig, “If you ean make it workable for our people, let the
law pass.® He replied, "I would rather wait and ftalk to your pecple first.
Yhore is no danger of your being left out. If you are left out we can put you
back without much trouble,® Is that mot right, Senater? A white man says
that when @& briek is thrown, whoever is hurt is going to make & squeal, I
say some of the young men who got their patents lost their land. This young
msn lost his land that way. When I said he was not competent,that is what
hurt him. He wes at the Fort 8ill School a short time but most of his life
wes spent in Michigsm end that was where he was living when he was appointed
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8 Methodist preacher smong cur people, where he failad. I umderstand he failed
in the Indian Service in South Dakota. This young man does not have a faot of
land of his own. All he has is what Mr, Martines peys him for preaching.

Senator thomas: Let me say this before we proeeed. Mr. Monohan and I are not
interested in your fights amomg youselves. We sre not here for thet purpose,
If you have any suggestions that would be helpful to us we will hear them but
ou} time is too valusble to come here and listem to you fighting among yourselves,
%:tr; is a young man to whom I would like to give a few mimutes. Mr, Hobert

Lo ' :

Robert Coffey: Hon. Senator Thomes, Uongressmn Johnsom, Mr, Monohan snd Super-
intendent McCown. I was not chosen as a speaker for the Camanche I ndiams but
I will try to express myself personally upon what I believe most of the young
recple and most of the Comanches want in regard to the six asections of this
bill that we are axcluded frame A4As you all know, we were all afraid of the
trust period being teminated, and I am suggesting here that this seetiom 2 be
made applieable to our Comanche Imdians. I am also in favor of purchasing
land for the deserving landless snd homeless Indians, and that this land be held
in trust by the Govermment, but I am epposed to the eonsolidatjon of Indiam
lands and the establishment of reservationse I am alse in favor of the privi-
lege of being entitled tothe use of the §10,000,000 revolving loan fund set wp
under the WheelereHoward law but I am opposed tothe plan of apn Indien self=
governing body having to be set up before the Indiams can borrow from this
fupd, I would reather have it that individual Indians be pemitted to borrow
from this fund, 4s citizens we have a right to organime for our oonmon welfare
and I feel that these organizmtions that we shall form may be recognized by
the Secretary of the Interior and the Cammissioner of Indisn Affairs without

us Comanches being brought under sectiens 16, 17, and 18 of the Wheeler-Homard

law,

Senator Thomas: The hour is now getting late and many want to leave, For a few
moments you may ask questioms. ther Mr. Monohan, who undersiands the bill,
or I will answer them. Ask any question you g¢are to about the bill and we will
try and answer them.

(At this point John Loee, a Fort-Sill Apache Indian asks to say a few words.)

- Senator Thomas: Ladies and gentlemen we have pressnt a few of the originsl
Apache Indians, These Indians were confined for years as prisoners of war

upen the Fort 8$ill reservation. They were confinad there as prisoners and later

on part of thess Apache Indians were sent back to the Mesealero reservatiom

but some were allowed to stay in Oklahoma., They were given amall traets of

lend whieh the Govermment tought for them. That is all the consideration they

have had, Here is one of the original Apaches captured with Geromimo and kept

e prisomer for years, He has asked for the privilege of speaking to M r. Monahan,

I think it is only due him that he be sllowsd this privilege. Unless you ebjest,

and I don't believe you will, we will hear from John Loeo.
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John loeo: Like Mr. Thomas says, we are slmost forgotten. Ever since I know
the Govermmemt they never treat me right. Never give me a square deal, The
Govermuent in 1879 destroyed my hame, took me where I dén't belomg., Then we
came bask from there, In 1886 they teok me to Florida. I stayed there for
several months. Then they moved me to Fort 8111, General Miles says this
lend is yours, fix it up. Then I mske pond for the eattle; built fences; had
hard work to do. Had & big sore on my back frem esrrying posts. Now they take
that away again snd turn me lose, 4ll the other Indiams got 160 meres of land
except this man., I got only 80 acres. I don't know why the Govermment wants
to bring us up like white people and then when we ccme up like white people
they don't like ft. Maybe they jealous, Somebody say they want to put us
sway beck. I don't want to go back, I got tired of that, I don't want to
wear a soventy~-five eent suit egain. I got white neighbors amd I love them,
The Bible says to love your neighbors. I den't want to changs., Whan they take
me to Alabams General Howard says, “"Look up, not domm, loek forwerd, not backe
ward," I still remember that. I want to go formard, 8o my dear friemds they
gave us 80 acres without & house or smything. Our children are married now and
have no place to go. They have no home, Geod Senmator Thomas, my best friend,
it is %#ime for you to help me now, My Kiowa friend, Jed Johnsom, it is time
for you to help us with all your powsr, We want to be treated like we were
hwman, Senator Elmer Thamas, you are my brother, I want you to help me, I
want you to give my children a house and team and everything to work with.
White man heve to have team, gows, chickens. We try best to follow white people.
We learn from the white people emd I do not want to throw that awey. So I

want you to help us all you omm. We helped the Govermment sateh Geronimo.

If it hadn't been for us they never would have caught him, The Government
tried to eatoh Geronimo like you sateh jackrabbits.

‘Senator Thomes: Now we will have the questioms,

Mr. Monchan: I want to ssy, before I answer this question that has just

been handed me, that all the Indian oretors are not Camenches. The Apsches are
good fighters snd goed orators, The questien is, “If one man writes to ¥ashing-
torn and asks to have part of the $10,000,000 loaned him, would we think he was
endorsing the Wheeler-Howard dLlIg™

No, eny one can write and we would mot think it an endorsement of the bill.

Guy Quoetone: Can sn Indien or allottee live on his allotment and still get the
benefits of the Wheeler-Homard set as passed?

Senator Themas: My understanding is that these 13 ssetions where appliecable
mey now apply to Indians in Oklahoms, You have all the benefits of thess 13
sections. Six seetions do not apply hers. Many provisioms of this bill apply
to Indians in Oklahoma even though they have land, They can take advantage of
many by sending their children to scheol and getting positiems im the Indiem

Service.

Guy Quoeteme: If the Wheeler-Howard bill is mccepted does the Government
guarantes to let the Indian live oen his allotment and how meny acres will bde

sllowsd him for his usel



Senator Thanss: That is a question of sdministration. &Some Indians have
several hundred aeres. Same have no lapd, That is a question that will de-
rend on ea¢h individual,

Guy Quoetons: Will an Indien be allowed to subelet his lapd?

Senator Thomas: This bill is a law now but the status of your land title has
not been changed. Your land is exastly as it was a year ago. Unless the lam
is amended there will be mo changs in the status of your land title dat if this
bill had spplied to your land there would have been vast changes. That is the
reason I could not take a chanee until I explained it to you.

Guy Quoeteme: In aceepting this bill can an Indian reserve 160 seres outside
this aet and draw the benefits of this aet?

Senator Thomas: This bill is now & law. You will have to accept those 13
ssotiona, Pix sections do not spply. They are not now applicable.

Guy Quoetone: If an Indian ressrves 160 scres besides his hamestesd will he
have {0 pay taxes?

Senator Thomes: This bill does not shange the status or charscter of the land
you now hold. This is the law. These lands are not taxed. Until the restrio-
tions are removed the land will not be taxed, It may be amendied in the future
but so far :yowr' 5 land title has mot been changed. When the trust period ia
sbout to expire I am sure it will be extended.

Albert Attocknie: Mr, Monchan said the Govermment would buy what we eall ‘dead’
Indian land., In ease of that would the Govermment still hold the land or
would the heirs of ths particular pieces?

Senator Thomas: I think I can answer that. The enswer is no, The title %o
this land, when bought by the Govermment, will be held by the Governmmsat,.

Same Indian could move on the land and l:l.ve there but when he dies the Govern-
ment reserves the right to let some onec else mowve on.the land.

Now most of the orowd has gone but I am going to recognizs a young men at this
time. I take pleasure in introduegng to you at this time Morris Bedoko.

Morris Bedoko: You might eell this *turn about is fair play' for I have had
the pleasure of introdueing Senator Thomas on two oceasions and this is one
for him. He still owes me one, Friends I think that the Indian problem

has been before us for two or three generations back. The Indien problem has
been a sore spot in each sdministration. I have had oceasion to meet caly
two Conmissioners of Indian Affairs. 7The first Coomisesioner I met was Cato
Sells who served under a Damseratic administratiom dut I never thought soc mueh
of that, I knew he was tasking @ great deal of interest in the Indiens but
never thought that that particular administration was doing any more for the
Indians than others until later om. 50 we come from that administratiom
(Woodrow Wilson's) down to the present administretion of the great Franklin B.
Roosevels. So agein it is under a Demoeratic administration that we fimd
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another Commissioner who is taking a great interest in our people. Naturally
the Demoeratic Congresamnen and Senators ocounld not do very much under the Re-
publiean &dministration but now we have a Demogratic President, Demoeratic
Commissioner end a Demoorat is to be Chairmen of the Indian Affeirs Goammittes.

I think they ere teking a great deal of intereat in our problems and I think

the great sore spot will go a long way towsrd being solved. So friends, let

me ask that you give & standing vote of thanks to these gentlemen for ceming here

to see us personally.

Senstor Thomes: In conclusien, and on behalf of Mr. Monohan, the Indien Offies
and myself, I want to thank the Superintendemt, Mr.McCown, for arranging for
this wonderful conferense. I want to thank the ¢if ty of Anadarko end the Sechool
Board for permitting us the use of this buildimg. There is no plaece in the
ecountry where a conference ocould be held im more plesasant surroundings then
this, This shows the city of Anadarke is cooperating with us, Plsase leave
this conference tenight believing that the Indien Offiee, Mr. Monoham, the
representative of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, andi myself are doing &ll
we can tobring about detter conditions for all Indians residing in the South

western part of Oklahomm.

Meeting adjourned 5:45



