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Cheyenne & Arapaho Agency,
Concho, Oklahoms,
October 22, 1934
Senator Thomas:

We will now open our conference with the Cheyenne amd Arapaho tribe of
Indians, I em here as your United States Senator representing the Government
in the policy making branch of the Government. Mr, Monshan is here represente
ing the Executive branch or the Indiem Office, and we are here to confer with
you to explain the Wheeler-Howard Bill and to answer questions about it so
that you can understand it. This conference is for the particular purpose of
explaining the Bill and to answer questions you msy have, and after the confer=-
ence is over, Mr, Monahan, who represemts Mr, Collier, will be at the Indian
Agency Office to take up deteils of other matters. If you have business matters
with the Indian Office that you want to present, if you will call and see your
Superintendent, he will arrenge with the Representative of the Indian Office.
But I am at this conference to deal principally with this Bill, Mr. Collier
is very busy. He has under his care and supervision all of the Indians of the
entire United States. About 20 states have Indians left, and those 20 states
have 300,000 or 350,000 Indians, so Mr., Collier came to Oklahoma, and went
with us from Muskogee to Miami, Miami to Pawhuska, from Pawhuska to Pawnee and
from Pawnee to Shawnee. I regret that he could not come to Concho, but he had
to get back to Washington to attend to business that demanded his attemtion,

I regret that he is not here, but he has a representative, so I think we are
going to get along all right.

Mr. Collier, your Commissioner, is very much interested in the Indian
problem, He has been interested in the Indian problem for many years., He was
selected to be the head of the Indian Bureau because of his great interest in
the Indians, and because of his long work with them, so I can assure you that

your Commissioner and the Indian Office is working day and night for the better-
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ment, the prosperity and the best interest of not only Oklahoma Indians, but
all the Indians of the entire country. At the present time, I am a member
of the Indian Affairs Committee of the Senate ‘and have been since I have been
in the Senate and will be as long as I em in the Senate. After January, when
the new Congress meets, I will probably be the new Chairman of the Senate
Cormittee, So as your Senator living smong you--I have to live among you,
being from Oklahoma, and you have to live with me--what is good for the white
folks is good for you and what is good for you is good for the white folks.
Our purpose is to help the Indians to get along better, to have more money,
more to eat, have better clothes, have a new car once in a whil;, S0 we can
just enjoy living a little better. That is what we are all working for. The
Indien Office at Washington,and the Congress, and the President, and those
that understand the Indian problem are all trying to be helpful, and of course
we have passed some laws in Washington; and I think I am safe in saying that
all those that represent you through the Field force--through your Agency and
through the Indian Office in Washington--are sympathetic and want to help you,
The Indian's problem is not the same in all the states, For example, here in
Oklahoma, you Indians used to live on great tracts of ground owned by you in
common. ILater on, your lands were allotted,each Indian received a particular
tract of ground called an allotment., But out in the Western states the Indians
still have their reservation, still live on these reservations, and so far, the
lands out west have not beem allotted, so their problem is different from yours,
Last winter, the Indian Office wanted to do something to help the
Indians, and as a means of helping them, the Office prepared a new Bill, a
new law, and asked Congress to consider and to pass the Law, and after working
on the Bill all winter and all spring, the Congress finally passed a short Bill

hoping to help the Indians through this short Bill, This Bill is known as the

Howerd-Wheeler Law or Bill, Because we have so many different conditions existe
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ing among Indians, some, as I have said, living on reservations in common ,

like the Navajoes and the Zunis and the Apaches amd others, it was hard and
difficult to prepare a Bill that would exactly fit each tribe and each parti-
cular group of Indians, The Indians of Oklahoma have now lived among the

white people for a long time, You have had your lands allotted for, I think,

25 or 30 years, In this reservation, the allotments were made in 1891, that

is, 43 years agoy and you have lived among the white people all these years.
Your children have gone to schools where they have been taught English and you
have come to know the white men's ways,and the white men's method of doing
business,and the white gan's govermment, In that particular, in almost every
respect, you are the same as the white people. You have left your reservations
and are now living as the white people do. That is not true out in the South-
western states where they have their reservations. They still live on their

big farms or big pastures or whatever you want to call thems They do not have
their lands allotted, and they do not come in econtact with the white schools or
the white people in general as you do., The Bill that was passed last winter--
and this Bill is now a law--was called the Howard-Wheeler Bill, It is called
Howard, because Congressman Howard is a Cheirman of the House Committee on Indian
Affairs, so the Bill got the name from that fact; Senator Wheeler, from Montana,
is a Chairman in the Semate, so the Bill was named Wheeler from him, For that
reason, the Bill was called the Howard-Wheeler Bill,named after the two Chairmen,
The Howard-Wheeler Bill, in my opinion, is more applicable to the Western states
having reservations than it is applicable to Oklahoma, In other words, as I
understand the Bill, it has more to do with the reservation: Indians than it

has to do with the allotment Indians., Because the Howard-Wheeler Bill has more
to do with reservation Indiensfhan it has to do with ‘those Indians who have allot-
ments. There are some sections of this Bill that I did not think applied, or

should not bave applied to our Oklahoma allotted Indians, and for that reason,
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some sections or provisions of the Law have not as yet been made appliceble

to our Oklahoma or allotted Indians, and it is those sections that I want to
explain to you to get your opinion as o whether or not you want to come under
those sections or to refrain from being included under the sections. . How many
of you Cheyenne and Arapaho tribes lived on this reservation before it was cut
up into allotments? All of you that are over 43 years of age lived on this
reservation when you owned all the land and mentioned your affairs as a tribe.
Of course, the Indians present, who are not 43 years of age, they could not
have lived on the land in the older days, although for a number of years after
allotments, I presume the reservation was practically the seme as it was before,
so the probjJem that we have today, here in Oklahoma, is not the problem of the
Southwestern Indians, the ones I have told you about-—'bhe Navajoes, the Zunis
and the Apaches, and all the reservation Indians, Their problem today is the
same as your problem was before you were allotted. The problem of the Western
or reservation Indians cam never be the problem that you have, For example,
out here in this country you had-good land, good bottom lands that would raise
corn, wheat, alfalfa, cotton, whatever you wanted to plant, Out in this Western
country,like the Navajo reservation, they have a great reservation, many thousands
- of square miles of land, but the land is not much account, They do not have
rains out there very often, and because the land is poor, made out of just sand
and rock and alkali, and no rains, it produces almost nothing, You find some
timber here and there, and you find some cactus plants and some little tufts of
grasse That is all they raise out in that country. Because the land is poor
and because they canmnot raise very much, it will be almost impossible to allot
those Indians. That makes the problem out there different from the problem
here, Because of the character of the land on these Western reservations, it
is not thought possible or a good policy to try and allot that land emong the

Indians, but instead, to keep the land in a large reservation in a commmity,
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or under the jurisdiction of the govermment, and then to try and help the
Indians to live on that land, to make a better living and to make progress on
the reservations as they now existe The Wheeler-Howard Bill proposes to keep
these reservations in the West exactly as they are. It proposes to never allot
those lands to individual Indians. It proposes to keep the title to those
reservations either in the Indian tribe as it now is, or in the Govermment, as
the case may be, And it proposes to help the Indians to live on the reservation
by providing schools and providing means of helping the Indians to develop them=
selves and to develop the lands so that the lands can be sble to support them
on the particular reservations where they are now located. As I see the problem,
there are two differences between yours and the problem of the Western Indian.
The first difference is that we have good land here while they have very, very
poor land, The second problem is that the Western Indians are exactly where
you were 50 years ago. You Indians in Oklahoma have made progress over 40 or

50 years ahead of these Western Indians, and as I see the metter, these Indians
of the Southwest can never have the advantege that you have had, because of the
poor quality of their land. I have visited practically every Indian reservation
in the entire United States. I have seen their lands, I have seen how they live,
and have met Indians face to face. Because the Western and Southwestern Indians
have poor land, because they can never have what you have in Oklahoma, their
problem is not'you.r problem, and the Indians of Oklahoma have their land in
severalty, and having good lands, your problem can never be the problem of the
Western Indians, Now, the question is, do the Indians of Oklahoma want to live
the present mode of living or do you want to leave your allotments and go back
to a reservation, which may be gotten for you, and begin to live again the way
you lived 40 or 50 years ago? During last week, Mr. Collier and I and others
met with the Indians at five agencies representing probably 25 or 30 Indian

tribes, and we actually had present at our meetings from 500 to 1500 Indians at
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each agency. I talked with a good many Indians and a number of Indians talked
in publie to Mr. Collier and myself. Among all the Indians that I talked to,
I only found two that wanted to give up their allotments and their farms and
go back to the reservation to live; That is, to have the govermment take your
present lands off your hands and then buy for you some place a large tract of
ground and then move you on that traect of ground to live like you used to, or
to live like you want to now on a reservation, Because the Indians of Oklahoma
have had advantages that other Indians do not have, our Indians have made greater
progress. We have some very intelligent and influential Indiens in Oklahoma,
Everything is open to the Indians, ewerything in public life is open to you,
everything in business life is open to you, and as a result of the opportunities
that Oklahoma affords, we have some of the greatest men in the country that are
Indians, and I refer to former Vice President Charles Curtis. He comes from
Kansas, but he has lands that are still under trust. Then we have Will Rogers,
e great Indian, a very smart man, a very funny mam, Then we have Senator Owen,
who used to represent you, a great mamn of the country, Then for years we had
Charles Carter, & member of Congress who served for 20 yearss For a long time
we had Bill Hastings, a Cherokee, in Congress. Then we have had numerous Indiens.
I served with many of them., Bill Durant is State Senator. Governor Murry married
a fine Indian lady, so in this State, Indians have the same chance to make
progress in a political way as the white people, they have the same chance to
make progress in a business way as the white people, and they have the seame
chance to make progress in an educational way as the white people, and of course,
I am very proud of the Indians of Oklshoma,

Now, the question is,"Shall the Indians of Oklahoma go back to the reser-
vation to live, or shall they remain as they are and live smong the white folks

and continue to mske progress as you are msking progress?' That is the question

that is presented to the Indien citizens of Oklahoma today. Someons sent me a
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yesterday
cartoon/which is a picture sought to explain this Bill, This picture showed a
road, and the road came to forks; one road went this way and one road went this
waye The road leading out this way had an Indian reservation, The Indian road
was made up of sand and mountains and cactus, and on this reservation they had
some pictures of tepees and temnts and wigwams, the kind of houses the Indians
used to live in before allotments; and the other road lead to a nice farming
community, the land was cut up into farms, good houses, good livestock, horses
end cattle and pigs, like we have here, Coming down this road was a number of
famous Oklahoma Indians. The first one was Vice President Curtis, He had on a
high selk hat like they used to wear in Washington, had a long tail coat and
striped trousers, carrying a cane, Behind him came Will Rogers., Will Rogers
never did dress very good, but good enough, and he came along with an old suit
on and a had, and then came Congressmen Hastings and other famous Congressmen,
These men were right there at the forks of the road. The question was, should
they go to the right, back to the reservation, or to the left to the fine country
like we have out here in Oklahoma, This picture or cartoon,drawn by some artist,
hed this group of Indians at the cross roasds debating, whether or not they would
go to the kind of life they are now living, and it showed them debating whether
or not they would teke off their silk hats end throw them away along side of the
road, take off their long striped trousers and throw them off over the side of
the road, let their hair grow end braid it end wear moccasins and ride ponies
and buckboards end o0ld second hand cars, or whether or not they would keep their
silk hets and silk trousers and go out emong the white people. That is the
guestion presented to these people, and that is the question presented to youe
Do you want the Wheeler-Howard Bill end have farms to live on in the reservation,
or do you want to keep your farms and to live better on them,

I have visited these Southwestern Indians and have seen how they live on

their reservations. Some of the Indians have what they cell Adobe houses. They
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take dirt end mix that with water and make it into md, then they mix the mud
with straw, then shape this mud and strew into a square like a great big brick
and they put those squares, out of mud and straw,out in the sun to dry. Then
they take this mud made into brick and build them what they call an Adobe house,
and because it never rains much in that country, when they get this Adobe house
built it stands forever. They put some poles across the top, then they put some
more poles underneath, then they put some branches across the top and cover them
with dirt, so they have a warn house, its true, in winter, and a rather cool
house in sumer, It is a very good house for that Western country, because it
never rains much. In other pleces they have a Wikiup. The Apaches make these
housess They take small poles and set them in a circle and bind them over.

Then they cover this oval-sheped or eup-shaped affair with branches and leaves,
and on top of that, they put canvas or oil cloth, and they leave a space in
front so they can crawl in and out, Then they have another house down in the
Navajo country, it is called Hogan. They builkd those houses out of reels or
poles, and they cover them on the sides, gnd then they cover them with dirt, end
of course, that is the only kind of a house they can build because they have no
lunber or brick, That is the kind of houses they have on those reservations now,
How many of you Indians have been in the West and seen the Navajos and the
Pueblos and other Indians live? I gave you this explanation to show you that
the problem of the Oklahoma Indians is not the problem of the Western Indians,
end this Bill is tryihg to help all Indians; so to help the Western Indiens, we
must help them get better houses on their reservations and to help them to make
a better living on their reservations, because they are going to live there.

Our problem here in Oklahoma is to help you to better your conditions. We are
not going to bring those tribes back here to live and you are not going out there
to live, so the policy of Congress and all those who represent you is to help

you to better your living conditions at the point where you are now living, or
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at the point where you want to live, but not to try and maske you all live alike
because we do not have the same foundation, the same land, so our problem, our
policy, is to help the Indian live as much as he can like he wants to live, and
let him live as happily as he can where he wants to live, I have been to
Washington now for a long time, and I know the people there that have to desl
with the Indian problem., It does not meke any difference who is the Presedent,
or who is in Congress, or who the Commissioner is. They all want to help the
Indian., The present Administration, the President, Mr, Ickes, the Secretary of
the Interior, Mr. Collier, the Indien Commissioner, the Committee of the Congress,
all went to help the Indiams, You have no enemies in Washington, They are all
your friends, This series of conferemces with all of the Indians of the S;:ate
was arranged so that we might learn from you direct what you want, and so that
we might tell you, if we can,what we can do to help you. We all want to do what
you want done if that be possible, and we are here to outline the benefits in
this Bill and to see whether or not you want to come under all the provisions, or
whether or not you want to remain out from under some of the provisions of the
Law, as it applies to some other tribes of Indians.

I now exhibit to you a copy of the Howard-Wheeler Bill., This Law has been
passed by the Congress and has been signed by the President, so it is now the
Law of the entire United States and applies to all Indians in the United States.
This law contains 19 sections, Some of these sectiomns, I think, are good for all
Indians everywhere, but some of these sections apply particularly to the reserva=-
tion Indians and do not apply to the allotment Indians, Some of these sectioms,
in my opinion, should not apply to our Oklahoma Indians, Nineteen sections all
together--I thought 13 could apply to our Indians and help us, and I was affaid
that six sections of the Law might not be satisfactory to you, so when the Bill

was passed, only 13 sections apply or govern Oklshoma Indians, and six sections

do not apply to our Oklahoma Indians, and I now propose to explain those six
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sections that do not apply to our Oklshoma allotted Indians. This Bill proposes
to extend all restrictions now on or sgainst our Indian land indefinitely in the
future, you might say for everything--against sale and against mortgage and against
taxes and all the restrictions now on our lands, it extends those indefinitely
or forever. If this Bill should have passed with that section in it, no Indiem
now owning land could ever sell his land, he could never mortgage it, he could
never deed it to his children, he could never will it to his children, and if
that leaw had applied to our lands here, the Indian could still live on his allote
ment and the children could still live on the allotment after he died, and their
children could live on it after they died, but no one could have any title., It
would destroy, in effect, every kind of a title which you may have, provided
that title is a restricted title., Under the present law, when an Indian dies,
his land goes to his children, and they can either partition the land snd keep
it under trust, or they can have it sold and get the money, but if this law
should pass, if that action should apply to us, these lands would be kept in
trust by the govermﬁant forever or unless some future Congress should amend that
Law. But as I understand, these lands will be retained and the title in the
government indefinitely., Of course, you can live on the lands and your children,
after you die, can live on the lands, and their children, when they die, can
live on the lands indefinitely, Under the old law, and under the law that you
are now under, the lands are restricted, The restricted period will expire in
about three years under the old Law, and under the present Law, the President
can extend your restrictions for another period of five, ten, fifteen, twenty or
twenty~five years. And the Indian Office, desiring these lands to be continued
under trust when the period expires, will make a request to have these lands ex-
tended under truste In other words, have the trust period extemded, Under the
present policy, your landsmt are restricteds That restriction period will be

continued just as long as you want to keep those lands under restriction, What-
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ever you may think, I want none of you to be afraid, for a moment, that the
restrictions are going to be removed, These restrictioms are not going to be
removed, and when your present restriction expires that can be extendeds I
especially want to make it clear now that your restrictions will be kept on
the land as long as you want it kept on the land, and no Indian will get his

restrictions removed unless he wants them removed.
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Senator Thomas (continued)

This meeting was proceéding to explain some of the sections
of this Bill. Under this law, the conditions of your land titles
have not been changed. In this law, your farms, uﬁder restrictions,
are just exactly as they were. This is the same in all the other
Reservations and all other tribes of Indians in the United States.
The trust period has been extended on their lands everjwhere and
are not changed in any land except Oklahoma, but so far as you are
coneefned}and your lands are concerned, your trust period will be
extended as long as you want it carried on your lands. There is
another section of the Bill that does not apply to the Indians of
Oklahoma. This Bill authorizes all of the Indians of the country
to organize and adopt a constitution and byléws, but this section
does not apply to Oklahoma. When the Bill was drawn, it was
thought that the purpose of the Department was to place the Indians
on a reservation and for you to govern yourself on the reservation,
Now, it appears that this was or is not the purpose. It gives you
a right to elect tribal members and the tribal members %o meet in
the form of a council and discuss the affairs of the Indian people
in their tribe. Then they are to confer with the indian Agent or
Superintendent and pass resolutions and motions for improvement
and have the Indian Agent report these conditions tp the Indian
Office in Washington.“This is to enable the Indians to héve a
business committee and to be considered in a matter concerning

them. The Indians of these two reservations already have the
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right to organize a tribal‘council. You aiready héve your tribal
committee snd we all spprove of that. This Bill gives you that
right by law and I approve personally of this. 'I£¢Siﬁp1y gives
you a right to have by law what you already have without a‘léw.
The trouble came up over the definition of thé term WReser-

vation®. A reservation used to be a large tract of land owned

, by the Government; a tract of land upon which the Indians lived

but the land was not owned by them personally. All the Indians
have all the land. The term "Reservation" was not clear and you
became confused. I do not think that it is for the best for the
Indians in Oklahoma to give up their allotments and good land
and moving on & reservation. For this reason; to get a large
tract of land, you would have to go some place where it is not

good in order to get a large tract all together. We would have

- to buy it and the majority of the pecple‘wéuld not want to give

up their land whem or where we wanted to buy it. We could not

get a large body of gbdd land together. We coﬁld'buy cheaper

land like a big ranch or pasture land, but we would not be able

to raise so much on it. I do not think it is good policy for

the Indians to give up good land and go some place where the land
is not as good and live on a reservation. A large number of
Indians had land given to them years ago and many of them had the
restrictions removed. This 1andrwas given to the Indiaﬁs and
they:were'given a deed to their farms., Many of these Indians

morgaged their land or sold it and most of the younger Indians
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'ido not have land. So we find in Oklahcma, a great number of

Indians, young and old, ‘do not have ‘any land. The Indian Office
and the Government wants to help all Indians who do not have land
to get some land. 'In other werde,"the-Indian office, Mr;*collier

and Congress. wants to help the Indians get 1and who want 1and

- Now the question is, you that ‘do not have land and want land-

do you want the Government to buy a tract of ground and let you

live on it as a reeervatlon along with ‘the other Indians of your

“tribe or do you prefer the Government to buy a tract of 1and and.

give 1t to you as an allotment? Do you ‘want te go back on the

“_reeervation or do you want to go back on alletmente and live on

‘individual farms? I think there is no difference now between

any one on this Indien problenm. ’It is understood that 7eu'are

to have your.land. We all agree that the trust patente will be-

extended as 1eng as you want them extended. As for the Indians i

who do not have land, we are debating a question whether we buy

. a trect'of l1and for a reservation or whether we buy land in

farms and give each Indian a tract of land by allotment or move

the»landleee Iﬁdiane on a reservation and buy~an‘ind1vidua1 piece
of lané for each family and let them live as in the paet. ‘
" When this Bill came up before congrese, fer passage, I had

‘no time to come before you. I had to act up’ tﬁere in waehington. .
We did not think that the Indiane of Oklahema wanted to go back

on the reservation. ‘I thought that they had made euch great

,progreee that they would prefer $0 live on their allotmente ae
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in the past. I‘came to'you‘to 1eokx70u in the eye and get your
Vanswer"to get your understanding. This Bill ie made to give |
to . the Indians all the good points, all ef the value of all the
; things,that would be goed for you. All of thie is compressed
in the Bill. You are to decide what yeu'Like'about it end what
~you do not like about it; This neeting.ie’fO'see‘tnef you will
1thorough1y understand the Bill. I am going to ask you Indians o
to pass & resolution stating just what you think of this Bill'
1f you are for 1t or if you are Tfor part of it' what part you |
11ke and what part you do not like. TWe want to know what part
'you are against or if there 13 something you want that 1e not |
- in the Bill.. In other words, I want to get your viewpoint and
your questions 80 that I can fully advise when congrese convens
rf'in January. We have discussed the matter now and 1t seems that
‘ﬁVd_tHeréﬁis aa disagmeement on the part of any one. It is understood
33;;that the trust period will be extended just as long as the Indians
vf7‘fwant thls trust period extended. We are going to let them have
Viﬁftheix 1and dnd we. nave all agreed to that. We have-all agreed
'*;that it is deeirsgie for Indiane to have land if they want to

| Mfarm and live in the country. The old Indians that have lost
vtheir lands will have a place to 1ive. Indians shotld»have land,
80 the policy is now to use Government money to buy land. The |
,.cnly question now is whether we buy land in large blocks and put
" them on that land asva reservation or whether we buy individual
" 1and and 1et’themelive‘on-ellotments. This matter is one for you

to’deoide'and‘itAis for those who do not have land and want land
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to mske-a‘decision; You Indians ﬁho‘have land'left are ver&dwell,

satisfied. It is those who are without 1and that should try to

‘ decide whether they prefer the Government to buy them a large

tract and move them on it like they did in thefold daye. 8o as
the matter has developed there is not much controversy 8o far as
Oklahoma ‘is concerned. ‘Mr Collier and his advisor8~have agreed

that there must be some sectlement. The purpose of these meetinge

- was te understand thia Bill and to make some ammendments to help
‘the Indians in Oklahoma. This law prov1des two million dollars

& year for the purpose of buying land, 80 next year COngress will

appropriate two million dollars %o be placed in the hande of the
Indian Office to be used for buying land. I have the impression
thet the Oklahows Indians want this land bought individuslly insteed

'of‘e reservation. Landless Indians'will either have land. alloted .

them or live on reservations. It is up to them to decide what

they want to do, . I favor very strongly the: policy of eppropriating
mwtwo milliqn eech year

money and buying land for the Indiane. Th

| means two million next year, the next yeagvand 8O on.{ It'will be agup

as much as forty million in twenty yeers, twenty million in ten ”;

years and ten million in five yeare. We will buy land for the

g Indian so that he can have land of his own to make his home upon

in the future, This law provides for an approprietion of $250 000 00

a year to be used to make loans to Indian boys and’ girls to go to S

' higher sohoole and receive a higher education.f For~example, the

children whose parents do not have money to send them to college
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- or higher institutions of learning. These children can make

application for these loans from the Indian Office for the

‘purposé'bf;going to school to complete their education and to

receive a higher learning. I approve of this law, which will

- be of bénefitito the younger Indians.

 This Howard-Wheeler Bill has a lot of good things in 1t
for~the Ind1ans'and especially foi the Cheyennes and Arapahoes.
We wﬁnﬁ*You*to keep the good things in this law or bill and the
things thatnyouzdo not thihk are good, we want your opinion'of |

these parts. We do not want you to have things which you do not

- want or to do the things that you do not want to do. The point

is to give you the good thinge that you want so that this will be
a Bill that you are all pleased with and you will not have laws
thaf will hurt you. Nobody wants to hurt any Indian any place.

| In Conclusion, I want to say that I approve of all of the
sections of this Bill that will help you. I approve or recommend
the ammendment of some of the other sections to make them fit

the Oklahoma Indisn. As the Bill now stands, it will be made

* 80 ag to be & vast benefit to the Indians of our state. I think

the best policy for our Oklahoma Indians is to encourage this
and it will help you to educate your children so that they_can

-~ take their place along with the White people in the United States.

They will be so educated that when they do become men and women,

- they can fight for their own rights and help themselves and you.

They can take part in public affairs and be a part of the Govermment
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and a benefit to their country, Yougehould’choose'the'thinge *
that will be best for the Indians. That is my policy but I
want to get your views, I do not want to hurt you in this matter.‘

I have covered thie Bill and given you an explenation of it.

“There are some. paxte of thie Bill that I do not think that you
Twould be interested 1n.' For inetance ‘eome of\the reservations
-~ have been handicapped. Thie B111 providee that Indians 1iv1ng

- on reeervetione have the right to edopt a constution end bylawe

or a charter to go in_busineas of some kind-tc better the conditione;
on their_reeervation; I do not think the Indians on'thie reservation

would be intereeted in forming such a bueineee} ‘It is fine for

| them to band themeelvee together and form a corporation and develop

their reeervation, like one instance where the reservation had very -

little water supply. ,They went together and dug welle to furnish

"i”water for‘their stock., I do not think that you would be interested

in trying to form & charger to go into business of some kind, so I

am' not taking any particular time to diecuse thie part of it. It
iie in the law and you can reed 1t and decide for yourself what you
i want to. do. There are-many thinge that pertain to Indians and -
' which you are interested in are not covered in thie Bill. I know
~1‘that you ere intereeted in the continuation of boarding schoold.
I favor a cont&ﬁuaticn of the boarding echools and I favor three
}3c1aeeee df Indians. Firet, the Indian children that 1ive close
= ?to White echoole and a child that the parente can furnish with
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books and clothing. They can go to the nearby White schools
so that they can learn with White children. Second, orphan
bdjs and girls. The Indian boy or girl who has no relatives
or\friends. This boy or girl is handicapped, embammssed and
heglgcted, unlesé we can have an orphans home where they can
recéi§e 61othing,ﬂfood and a good place to stay and have the
opportunity of ;eceiving an education. Third, the poor boy
or girl. The boy or girl whose parents are unable to furnish
theéir children witp food, books or the kind of clothing that
,Ind;aqg‘want; Tﬁéy‘ﬁre one of the classes that should be in
the béé:ding‘schools; The boy or girl © or 12 years of age,
whoﬂﬁasvnever been in school is the ones that are to be considered. -
They have to enter school in the little childrens' classes and
they maké fun of the boy or girl who has never been to school.
They are embarzssed and do not like to go into classes with the
smaller children and be made fun of. 'Orphans and poor children;
who have never been to school and have never had a chance to
Teceive an education; that is my reason for having the boarding
schools continued. It is for then, otherwise, they will never
receive the benefit of an education. This law does not deal
with hospitals., A few years ago the Indians had never had
hospitals and they had no idea what they were. During the past
years, we have built some hospitals and now the Indians are
iilling to go to the hospitals for treatment, we have hospitals

at Clintop, Talihina, Shawnee and many other places, for your
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use and it is my policy to not only retain the ones that we
have now, but to expand them and to build others. It is my
policy to build other hospitals at other points where they_can‘bev
nearer the Indians. The plans for the preéent institutions | |
are to equip them with the best facilitiea for carrying ouf

their work. I have occupied a lot: of your time and have gone
over the main points in the Bill and one or two things which

I thought you might be interested in. Mr. Monahan will be able
to give you a little more information on this Bill. After we
have completed this conference today, my request is that your
tribal council meet in the next week or two and pass resolutions
setting forth just what you think about the Bill, what policy

you want adopted. The question of schools and hospitali#ation

or ény other matters are to be set forth in a resolution. Then
we will be able to act upon this matter when it is brought to

our attention in Washington. In other worde, I am your boss
andvI am working to help you so you must tell me what you want

and what you think best for you to have and suggest some policy

for us to follow. The people in this department are working to

help you and if the things you suggest are not considered and

you do not receive a square deal, then you can fire them at the

first chance you get. I mentioned election a little while ago.

I do not want you to misunderstand me, I think it is a good

‘policy for every Indian that is old enough to go out and vote
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exactly like he wants to vote. If you take nc part in public
affairs, you are just as much ﬁse asia'bunch of cattle oﬁf here
in the pasture as far as voting 1s concerned. If yoﬁ go out and
vote like}you want to, but whatever you do go out and’fote, then
these politicians that support you will know that you have power
and will tri'to get you the things that you want. It is to your
best interest to have every Indian man and woman'go to the pplls
and vote exactly as they want to. I have taken a long time to
talkvté you and I would like to have you ask me any questions
that you wish, This way we c#n learn what you want dnd what you
are against. I want to do what you want to do; but first I

must know what you want. Mr. Monahan here is from the Washington
Office and he has a big part to play in the Indian Affairs. Mr.
Céllier‘has:asked him to come down to speak foi h1m;_ I am very
élad'tojiﬁtroduqe Mr. Monahan, who has come‘down to speak to

you.



