Can a Sea Blockade Cut Off Germanys Essential Supplies?
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Sources of Food,
Material Traced

Can Germany survive the
allied blockade?

The British and French
fleets have established what
is assumed to be an iron-
clad blockade against ship-
ments by sea to Germany
from the Atlantic and Medi-
terranean. The French
Maginot Line cuts off sup-
plies from the west.

Assuming that she can
draw on the Baltic states,
the Balkans and Soviet Rus-
sia, can Germany hope to
continue on a war footing
despite the blockade?

(The assumption is that the
allies, by blockade and ration-
ing of commodities which they
control, as was done in the
World War, can prevent Soviet
Russia serving as a supply fun-
nel into Germany from all parts
of the world. Under Soviet-
German trade pact. Germany 1s
to receive $36,000,000 worth of
raw materials annually for two
years in return for machinery.
Last year Germany imported
$90,000,000 of metals alone. The
Reich has almost no gold or
cash to pay for materials and
ability to get war supplies may
depend upon whether she can
obtain foreign credits.)

Germany produces not only
sufficient coal. for her own
needs, but a 25 per cent sur-
plus for export.

She also produces an export
surplus of potash (essential
fertilizer element for concen-
trated growing of war-time
food supplies); magnesite (fire-
brick and linings for iron fur-
naces, etc.), and beet sugar.

Germany is developing pota-
to alcohol to supplement her
liquid fuel shortage.

The situation regarding other
essential metals, minerals, other
raw materials and foodstuffs, is
as follows:

IRON: Domestic supply from
German mines about 25 per cent
of present requirements. Imported
69 per cent of total used in 1938.

Pre - war sources of supply:
France and French North Africa,
Sweden, Greece, Luxembourg, Nor-
way, U. S. S. R., Spain, Belginm,
Yugosiavia.

Doubtful: Greece, Norway.

Remaining sources of supply:
Sweden (chief source, providing
35 per cent of German require-
ments), Luxembourg (2,000,000
tons annually), U. S. S. R. (500,-
000 tons estimated available for
Germany, although Soviet is
world’s third largest producer),
Yugoslavia (500,000 tons).

PETROLEUM: Germany pro-
duces from coal synthetic oils and
gasoline which meet about 33 per
cent of her peace-time or 10 per
cent of her war requirements. Last
year’s imports, 66 per cent of total
consumption.

Pre-war sources of supply: Ru-
mania, Mexico, United States,
Venezuela, U. S. S. R.

Cut off by blockade:
United States, Venezuela.

Remaining sources of supply:
Rumania (produces 33 to 50 per
cent of German needs, but 90 per
cent of prdéduction controlled by
Anglo - Dutch, American, French
Belgian and Italian companies),
U. S. S. R. (world’s second largest
crude oil producer, but own re-
quirements make available small:-
export surplus only in peace
times), Hungary (production in-
creasing but not yet sufficient for
much export), Poland (small and
rapidly diminishing supply).

COPPER: Essential for com-
munications, munitions. Germany
last year had to import 88 per
cent of requirements.

Pre-war sources of supply: Yu-
goslavia, Cyprus, Finland, Norway,
India, Belgium, Sweden, U. S. S.
R., Africa, Canada, South America.

Mexico,

Cut off by blockade: Cyprus,
India, Africa, Canada, South
America.

Doubtful: Norway.

Remaining sources of supply:
U. 8. 8. R. (world’s sixth largest
producer), Yugoslavia (largest Eu-
ropean producer, largely under
French ccmpanies), Finland, Bel-
gium, Sweden.

NICKEL: Essential steel alloy.
Non-existent in Germany, 100 per
cent imports last year.

Pre-war sources of supply: Can-
ada, India. (Both cut off by block-
ade).

Remaining sources of supply:
Finland, Greece (doubtful), Nor-
way (considered wholly inadequate
to sustain needs in case of long
war).

MANGANESE: Essential alloy
for light steels (airplanes, engines,
etc.). None produced in Germany,
100 per cent imports last year.

Pre - war sources: Union of
S&uth Africa, India. (Both cut
off).

Remaining sources of supply:
U. S. S. R. (world largest pro-
ducer, but exports would depend
on own war needs).

CHROMITE: . Essential alloy
for steel. None produced in Ger-
many.

Pre-war sources: Union of South
Africa, Turkey.

Cut off by blockade:
South Africa.

Remaining sources ' of supply:
Greece, U. S. S. R.,’ Yugoslavia.

TIN: Essential for machine
solder, preserving food, etc. None
produced in Germany.

Pre-war sources of supply:

Dutch East Indies, Holland, Africa,
China.

Union of

Cut off by blockade: Dutch
East Indies, Africa.
Remaining sources of supply :

Holland, China.

BAUXITE (aluminum ore): Es-
sential for airplane construction.
Qermany is almost wholly deficient
In this common ore; imported 98
per cent of supply last year.

Pre-war sources: Hungary, Yu-
goslavia, Italy, Dutch East Indies.

Cut off by blockade: Dutch East
Indies.

Doubtful: Italy.

Remaining sources of supply :
Yugoslavia (can provide 33 per
cent of German requirements),
Hungary.

LEAD: Essential for metal-
preserving paints, batteries, bear-
ings, etc. Domestic supply meets
about 50 per cent of requirements.

Pre-war sources: Yugoslavia,
which can continue to supply re-
mainder of present needs,

-Alaska, China, South America,
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Iron ore, copper, nickel, molybdenum, :
sulphur and pyrites, flax, timber, whale oil.
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ZINC: Germany is almost self-
sufficient in this metal, necessary
for galvanizing, paints, etc.

Pre-war sources: Belgium. Italy,

Poland, Sweden, Yugoslavia, Spain.
Cut off by blockade: Spain.
Doubtful: Italy.

Remaining sources of supply:
Belgium, Poland, Sweden, Yugo-
slavia.

ANTIMONY: Used with lead,
tin and copper for machine bear-
ings; electrical apparatus, harden-
ing of shrapnel bullets, etc. Ger-
man sources partially sufficient.

Pre-war sources: United States,

Mexico, France, Australia, Ja-

pan, Italy, Spain, Portugal, South
Africa, Yugoslavia.

Cut off by blockade. TUnited
States, Alaska, South America,
Mexico, France, Australia, Portu-
gal, Spain, South Africa.

Doubtful: China, Japan, Italy.

Remaining sources: Yugoslavia.

TUNGSTEN: High-speed ma-
chine steels. Germany relies al-
most wholly on imports.

Pre-war sources: China, Burma,
Japan, Ausiralia, Bolivia, United
States.

Cut off by blockade:
Bolivia, United States.

Doubtful: China, Burma, Japan.

VANADIUM: Steel alloy, to in-

Australia,

crease elasticity and shock resist-
ance, as for forgings, etc. Ger-
many almost wholly deficient in
supply.

Pre-war sources: United States,
Southeast Africa, Northern Rho-
desia.

Cut off by biockade:
entire world supply.

MOLYBDENUM: Steel alloy for
cutting tools, etc.; electrical uses.
No German domestic supply. Faces
serious deficiency. :

Pre-war sources: United States
(produces 90 ver cent of world
supply), Norway.

Virtually

Cut off by blockade: TUnited
States. :
Doubtful: Norway.

MERCURY: Essential for ba-
romefers, thermometers, air
pumps, chemistry, etc.

Pre-war sources:

Cut off by blockade:

Doubtful: Italy.

SULPHUR: Sulphuric acid es-
sential in manufactures, batteries,
etc. Germany supply partially suf-
ficient.

Pre-war sources: Finland, Nor-
way, Sweden, Italy, Yugoslavia,
Spain.

Cut off by blockade:

Doubtful: Norway, Italy.

Remaining sources: Finland,
Sweden, Yugoslavia.

PHOSPHATES: Essential ferti-

Spain.

Spain.

Italy, Spain.

lizer component for maintaining
crop production. Imports last year
totaled 50 per cent of requirements.

Pre-war sources: United

Algeria, Madagascar, U. S. S. R.

Cut off by blockade:

States, Algeria, Madagascar.
s SR,
COTTON: Vital to production
of high explosives and required
Imports 100

Remaining sources:

in great quantities.
per cent of requirements.
vital shortage.

Pre-war sources: United

India, Egypt, Brazil, Turkey.

Cut off by blockade:
tates, India, Egypt, Brazil.
Doubtful: Turkey.

States,

United

Faces
States,

United

RUBBER: Germany produces
synthetic rubber sufficient to meet
about 25 per cent of her require-
ments. Shortage alreddy keenly
felt, resulting in seizure of automo-
bile tires, etc., for war needs.

Pre-war sources: Dutch East
Indies, Brazil, British Malaya. (En-
tire supply cut off by blockade).

WOOL: Imports 90 per cent of
requirements.

Cut off by blockade: Union of
South Africa, Australia, Argentine.
Remaining source: U. S. S. R.

WHEAT: Faces no serious
shortage: This year’s crops excel-
lent in Germany. U. S. S. R. (one
of world’s greatest wheat pro-
ducers), Poland, Rumania.

MAIZE: Essential in raising of
cattle and hogs. Domestic supply
inadequate, but large supplies
available from Bulgaria, Rumania,
Yugoslavia.

MEATS: Supply thought to be
sufficient with cattle from Poland,
U. S. S. R.; pigs from Denmark,
Estonia, Lithuania.

FATS: Germany faces serious
shortages in both animal fats and
vegetable oils. Principal sources
of butter and animal fats are
Baltic states, Poland.

TIMBER: Domestic supply in-
adequate but can count on Baltic
states and U. S. S. R. to make good
shortage. :
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Modern ‘Great Walls' Set Up for Conflict on Old Battleground

Defailed Study of
Western Front

Geography always has
been a chief factor in de-
termining where wars are
fought. Although the air-
plane has succeeded in
overcoming to a great ex-
tent the limitations geog-
raphy impcses upon war-
fare, the physical configu-
ration of Western Europe
still may be expected to
play a vital part in any
war between Germany and
the Franco-British allies.

To arrive at an under-
standing of possible strat-
egy on the western front
today, it is well to review
something of the great Ger-
man strategical plan em-
ployed in 1914, still held in
high regard by German
tacticians.

Brought to perfection by
the German general staff
under Chief of Staff von
Schlieffen as early as 1907,
the plan involved a swing-
ing movement through Bel-
gium like a huge barn door,
with its hinge at Metz. The
hinge, doorjamb and adja-
cent wall, south and east
of Metz, were to be lightly
held by reserves. The whole
weight of the German
armies was to be put into
the door, increasing away
from the hinge so that the
main effort, at the edge of
the door, would be through
Antwerp and the Armen-
tieres Gap into France,
while other columns, suc-
cessively nearer the hinge,
poured through the Oise,
Meuse and Stenay Gaps.

The Oise Gap route lies
across the Albert Canal,
south of Brussels and then
southwesterly to the line of
the river as shown on the
map. The Meuse Gap route
follows the line of the river
across Belgium. The Stenay
Gap route crosses Luxem-
bourg and the scuthern
tip of Belgium into the Ar-
gonne Forest area between
Longwy and Sedan. The
Armentieres column was
to drive west of Paris,
around the city to the south
and take the French Army
in the rear, while the other
columns crushed and rolled
up its flank.

The Germans began the
war in August, 1914, in ac-
cordance with a revised
form of the plan. The gen-
eral staff, however, lost its
nerve and abandoned the
great swing west of Paris.
It weakened its strong right
wing, at the edge of the
door, which was shortened
to cut in front of Paris
rather than to the west.
The French took advantage
of the weakening and
smashed the German drive
at the Marne. The armies
dug in, the war of move-
ment ceased. Millions of
men were lost in trench
warfare with neither side
advancing any great dis-
tance until 1918. With the
aid of the United States,
the Allies finally pushed the
Germans back to the line
of November 11, 1918,
shown on the map.

To block a new German
version of the 1914 strategy,
France has built its mighty
Maginot Line from Metz to
the North Sea along the
~border of Belgium. From
Metz south to the Swiss
border the line is double,
forming a great hollow
square. Belgium has built
its own Maginot Line
(heavy shading marked
“Belgian Line”’) to confront
Germans. Albert Canal and
the area on to North Sea
can be flcoded, forming an

effective barrier to the
mechanized German Army.

Another great military
highway between France
and Germany, used fre-
quently by Napoleon, is the
Burgundy Gate (see map)
along the Rhine Valley
southeast of the Vosges
Mountains, or through the
Black Forest into the great
South German basin.

Germany, reasoning that
its own 1914 plan might be
reversed against it by Fran-
co-British Armies or that
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France might attempt to
follow Napoleonic KEagles
through the Burgundy
Gate, has built the Sieg-
fried (Limes) Lines from
Switzerland to the Nether-
lands, doubling them in the
Northern half by extension
along heights east of the
Rhine. At the south end
they are swept back against
a French drive along the
Swiss border.

Mountainous, anti - Nazi
Switzerland, magnificent

natural defense stronghold,
would be a tough nut for
even mechanized modern
armies to crack. Its con-
stitutional, democratic
government has stood for
100 years through Europe’s
storms.

Italy’s role in the war
is important because its
several passes through the
Maritine Alps, between
Italy and France, and the
Tyrolean Alps, between Italy
and Ausclan Germany,

might become vital military
factors. These passes make
Italy vulnerable. Time and
again through history the
Po Valley has been invaded
from France and Switzer-
land but, since the days of
Julius Caesar, there has
been no successful invasion
of France or Switzerland
from the Po. Hannibal in-
vaded Italy by crossing the
Alps with his elephants
and full baggage train,
probably through the Little

St. Bernard Pass (see map),
and Napoleon wused the
passes through the Mari-
time Alps to achieve his
great early victories in the
Po Valley. Nature favors
military movement through
these passes from France,
since columns converge on
issuing from them; mili-
tates against operations the
other way, scattering west-
ward - bound columns
through rough mountain
country, subjecting them

to attack in detail as they
emerge into the Rhone Val-
ley of France, an easy high-
way for fast movements.
The most famous gate-
way through the Tyrol is
Brenner Pass, through
which the railroad extends
from Northern Italy to
Munich. It is the chief
avenue from the Po Valley
to Austria and Bavaria.
With Italy continuing to
maintain trade rtelations
with Germany, the Bren-

ner Pass becomes an im-
portant supply line into the
Reich from the Mediterran-
ean area.

With Italy beside Ger-
many on the battlefront as
a military ally, the French
might seek to smash into
the Po Valley and through
the Brenner into Germany
as an alternative to at-
tempting to force the Sieg-
fried Lines. This would be
a difficult, costly maneuver,
tacticians hold. Should it

be attempted, the Plocken
Pass, farther to the east,
might prove of great mili-
tary importance for flank
attacks from either side of
the border.

Although twe vital rail-
way portals, the St. Goth-
ard and Simplon tunnels,
have been driven through
the Swiss Alps, they prob-
ably would not prove of
great military importance,
since tunnels are easily
blocked in wartime,

Air Dis
Aviation Forces
Compared

Nothing is more uncertain
in connection with the Eu-
ropean War than the rela-
tive strength, composition
or performance of the air
forces involved. All of the
nations have for months
been engaged in heroic pro-
grams to expand their air
arms and to improve the
quality of aircraft. No na-
tion has made public offi-
cial figures on any phase of
its air strength.

Virtually all military ob-

servers rank Germany far

in the lead as regards both

numbers and quality of air-
planes. Great Britain and
France, however, both are
nearing production peaks
and their air forces are now
growing probably faster
than that of Germany.

As to quantity the most
recent “educated guesses”
put the numbers of Euro-
pean military airplanes of
types suitable for war serv-
ice as follows: Great Brit-
air, 2,000; France, 1,000
(both probably too conserv-
ative); Russia, 4,500; Ger-
many, 14,000; Italy, 2,500.
As to general order of qual-
ity, all factors and types
considered, the order prob-
ably is as follows: Ger-
many, Great Britain,

France, Italy, Russia. As
to leadership and all-
around quality of pilots and
personnel, Great Britain
probably leads, with France
and Germany close behind.
Great Britain and France
have had continuous air
force operation since the
World War as a back-
ground; Britain with almost
continuous active service
against one or another of
its rebellious frontier tribes.
Russian and German pilots
have had some experience
in Spain, Italian pilots in
Ethiopia and Spain.

A German Junkers Ju. 88
bomber has flown 2,000 kilo-
meters (1,243 miles) with a pay-
load of 2,000 kilograms (4,410
pounds) at an average speed of
311.3 miles per hour, an inter-
national record. This probably
was a ‘“special” job and ordi-
nary bomber ranges or speeds
for even the same type would
not be so good with the same
load. While it is difficult to lay
down a rule, it is estimated that
European bombers, with de-
signed loads, probably have et-
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fective ranges of 1,200 to 1,500
miles. By lightening bomb
loads, of course, ranges may be
increased.

The map of airline distances

shown here gives a graphic

comparison of distances be-
tween principal European cities.
Military airplanes on bafttle
missions probably would deviate
widely from the routes shown
to avoid anti-aircraft guns and

air defenses, intervening moun-
tains or even shifting areas of
bad weather. In almost every
case i is certain they would
have to fly greater distances
than those shown between two

given points.

Nor will military planes be
based at large cities or on pre-
pared airdromes. The air forces
of Germany, Britain and
France now are widely scat-

tered on temporary “cow-pas-
ture” airdromes to avoid the
fate of the Polish air force,
caught by German air raiders
on main airports and bombed
almost out of existence during

the first few hours. In case of
raids against foreign cities,
bombers of the fighting coun-
tries might be expected to start
from points not far from their
own borders. For this reason

the map shows distances be-
tween many of the cities and
strategical borders from which
conceivable air raids might be
launched, as well as distances
between principal cities.

Sidelights on
The Maginof Line

Salient features of the
great Maginot Line built by
France along its eastern
frontier are shown clearly
in this cross-sectional draw-
ing. This line, in effect, is
the world’s greatest fort—
a continuous defense 180
miles long. Whatever its
military strength, and mili-
tary authorities rank it as
the most nearly impreg-
nable work yet devised by
warring mankind, the Mag-
inot Line ranks as one of
the engineering wonders of
all time.

It is almost wholly under-
ground—in some places 200
feet or more below. Over
it are farms and towns. The
line itself does not appear
as a part of the landscape;
one of its greatest aims is
invisibility. A steel turret
may rise in a haystack or
a barn, in a swamp or even
in the bed of a stream well
camouflaged.

Work on the line has been
going on since shortly after the
armistice, November 11, 1918—
the German Siegfried Line is
youthful, indeed, by compari-
son. During the past few years
12,000,000 cubic yards of earth
have been excavated, 1,500,000
cubic yards of concrete poured
and 50,000 tons of steel placed
in the Maginot Line by 15,000
workmen.

Tunnels deep underground,
large enough to accommodate
railroads which run its length
and breadth, connect the liv-
ing quarters, power stations,
kitchens, hospitals, magazines
and stores, as well as the fight-
ing turrets, machine gun nests
and observation posts of this
vast labyrinth. Every foot of
the works, even the gun ports,
has been sealed against enemy
poison gas. The gunners them-
selves do not see outside. Guns
are trained by officers in obser-
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vation posts, who see through
camouflaged telescopic peri-

scopes.

The whole system is artifi-
cially ventilated and lighted, of

telephones, operating through
exchanges 150 feet underground

course, and there are 25,000 | via cables buried in 5 feet of

concrete. There are three sep-
arate emergency telephone cir-
cuits which may be used. Water

supplies come from deep under-
ground and the lines are
stocked with food supplies for

sieges lasting many months.
There are in places even liv-
ing quarters and food supplies

for thousands of civilians who
may be trapped by unexpected
enemy action.



Hitler Paved Way
For Conquests by
Rearming Germany

With the rise of Adoli
Hitler and his efforts to lead
Germany in throwing off
the boundaries and mili-
tary shackles of the treaty
of Versailles, Europe has
marched steadily since 1933
along the path to war.

On January 30, 1933,
there began a new day for
Germany and the world
with the appointment of
Herr Hitler as chancellor
of the German Reich. An
overwhelming Nazi triumph
in the elections of March 5
seated the new chancellor
firmly in power and pointed
his way to dictatorship.
~From this moment histo-
rians begin to trace the shift
of the balance of power in
Central Europe from the
Anglo-French alliance to
the rising German Reich.

Diplomatic efforts to as-
sure peace continued. The
little entente — Czecho-Slo-
vakia, Rumania and Yugo-
slavia—on February 16,
1933, signed a “pact of or-
ganization” in the hope of
strengthening Central Eu-
ropean peace. On June 7
the four-power pact was
signed by France, Great
Britain, Germany and Italy,
in which they agreed to co-
operate for peace.

Chronological events in
the rise of Nazi-ism follow:

1934.

Hitler gave the order “for
German rearmament which
was: now  to be  very
thorcugh,” and the disarm-
ament provisions of the Ver-
sailles treaty went to the
scrap heap. Germany sign-
ed a 10-year non-aggression
pact with Poland, weaken-
ing Polish ties with France.
With anxious eyes on Nazi
remilitarizing activities, Ru-
mania, Yugoslavia, Greece
and Turkey entered into the
Balkan entente and in Sep-
tember the little Baltic en-
tente was established among
Estonia, Latvia and Lithu-
ania.

1935.

Fuehrer Hitler restored
military conscription, for-
bidden by the Versailles
treaty, to create an army of
36 divisions—550,000 men.
The Saar Basin was re-
united with the German
Reich following a January

- plebiscite. Dissension over
Memel, between East Prus-
sia and Lithuania, reached
a head when pro-German
leaders were jailed. Chan-
cellor Hitler told the Reich-
stag Memel had been “sto-
len” from Germany with
the sanction of the League
of Nations. Elections in
Memel favored the pro-Nazi
group and Memel passed
under German domination.
In the Locarno treaty Ger-
many joined with Britain,
France and Italy to guar-
antee the inviolability of
the Beigian-German border.

1936.

As a reply to German re-
armament, France negoti-
ated a mutual assistance
pact with Soviet Russia.
Chancellor Hitler used this
as an excuse to reoccupy
the Rhineland on March 7.
So doing, he repudiated the
Locarno pact and threw off
the last of the military
shackles imposed after the
World War. British-French
general staff discussions be-
gan. Germany and Japan
signed an anti-Communist
pact, later extended to in-
clude Italy, Hungary and
the Franco Spain. The
Spanish war began in July;
Italy and Germany inter-
vened on the side of the
rebels. On October 25 the
Berlin-Rome axis came into
being with -signing of an
agreenfent for co-operation
on foreign policy and de-
fense against Communism.

1937.

Belgium, fearing her
growing Nazi neighbor, re-
quested France and Eng-
land to free her of obliga-
tions to them under the Lo-
carno treaties and other
pacts. They consented, but
continued to guarantee Bel-
gian independence and ter-
ritorial integrity. In Octo-
ber, Germany pledged her-
self to respect Belgian terri-
tory unless Belgium partici-
pated in military action
against the Reich. Military
might of Reich increased.

1938.

Chancellor Hitler in a
Reichstag speech February
20 assumed responsibility
for the welfare of 10,000,000
Germans outside borders of
the Reich. Two years of
Nazi agitation in Austria
reached their climax; on
March 13 Anschluss was ef-
fected. Austria, despite un-
availing French and British
protests, became a part of
the Reich. Events began to
shape a similar fate for
harassed Czecho - Slovakia:
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autonomy demanded for
Sudeten Germans, who es-
tablished their own storm
troops as Anglo - French
conversations began in Lon-
don at the end of April to
estabiish close co-ordination
of allied armed forces, in-
cluding principle of unified
command. Anglo-Freneh
military accord supplement-
ed by economic prepara-
tions for war, including
pooling of essential food-
stufts and raw materials,
and accumulation of war
stores in France for a Brit-
ish expeditionary force. This
alliance was conditioned
upon French avoidance of
war over Spain and Czecho-
Slovakia. August found
1,000,000 German soldiers
on mianeuvers and on Czech
border. On September 12,
Chancellor Hitler demanded
“self-determination” for Su-
detens. Next day, Czech
government imposed mar-
tial law in Sudetenland af-
ter two days of Nazi rioting.
Chamberlain-Hitler discus-
sions began at Godesburg
September 22; Czecho-Slo-
vakia mobilized on sugges-
tions from France and Eng-
land. After Hitler speech
setting October 1 deadline,
British fleet mobilized Sep-
tember 27. The Munich
pact, signed September 30
by Germany, France, Brit-
ain and Italy, gave Sudeten-
land and other Czech areas
to the Nazis; marked ef-
fective end of Versailles
treaty era and passing of
French hegemony.

1939.

Remainder of Czecho-Slo-
vakia endured less than six
months; a great turning
point in the diplomatic
struggle for new balance of
power in Europe came with
Nazi invasion of non-Ger-
man provinces of Bohemia
and Moravia in March.
France and Britain, con-
fronted with apparent Ger-
man bid for Nazi world
domination, launched a
“Stop Hitler” effort. Brit-
ain guaranteed assistance
to Poland, Rumania, Greece
and Turkey, and introduced
for first time military con-
scription in time of peace.
Italy seized Albania. Brit-
ain, in April, opened nego-
tiations for mutual assist-
ance pact with Soviets.
Rome-Berlin - axis trans-
formed to formal military
alliance, signed May 22.
Memel handed over to Ger-
many week after Czech
breakup. After unsatisfac-
tory reply from Poland to
demands for Danzig and
right of way across Po-
lish Corridor the Reich
on April 28 abrogated Po-
lish - German non-aggres-
sion pact of 1934. The build-
up of Nazi activities and
“incidents” in Danzig and
Poland went forward rapid-
ly. Although France and
Britain warned Chancellor
Hitler an invasion of Po-
land meant war, the Polish
“Blitzkrieg” began Septem-
ber 1 on heels of history-
making German - Soviet
agreement. France and
England declared war Sep-
tember 3. Russian invasion
of Pcland began September
17. French Army began
systematic occupation of
German territory in ad-
vance of Siegfried Line,
with British arriving in
France. Poland completely
occupied, Russia began “ne-
gotiations” with Baltic
states for ports and military
bases on Baltic, penetrating
hitherto German sphere.
October 6 Chancellor Hitler
announced completion of
Polish conquest, offered to
bargain for peace on that
basis. Allies rejected the
offer.

Summary.

In the four years prior
to the beginning of the Po-
lish invasion Hitler’s con-
quests have added to the
German Reich an area of
63,000 square miles and
have increased her popula-
tion by 18,000,000. The
Germany which launched
the Polish invasion and so
embroiled herself in war
with Great Britain and
France was bigger both in
territory and population
than the nation which
Kaiser Wilhelm led into war
in 1914.

The extent of German
gains in Poland is still prob-
lematical, pending final par-
tition. Polish boundaries as
set up at Versailles are
shown in broken lines. The
heavy black line shows the
“military” border between
Germany and Russia
through the heart of Po-
land. It extends from the
southeast corner of Lithu-
ania along the Pissa, Bug
and San Rivers to the Ru-
manian border.



North Sea Battleground and the Mediterranean Problem

Naval Bases
and Blockades

Any hope for British suc-
cess in war with any power
or coalition of powers rests
upon her continued contro]
of the high seas. Her strat-

egy unquestionably is based

upon maintaining the of-
fensive position she has
taken at sea with the co-
operation of France.

This means as nearly
ironclad a blockade of Ger-
many as can be maintained.
With Russia sending sup-

lies to Germany, the Brit-
ish role becomes increas-
ingly difficult.
blockade not only the North
Sea and possible Mediter-
ranean approaches to Ger-
many, she must prevent the

shipment of such war es-.

sentials as rubber and
many metals, especially
those required for alloys, to
ports of countries friendly
to the Reich, from which
they may be transshipped
into Germany.

Great Britain must at
the same time deny the

seas to German naval ves- .

sels acting in the role of
commerce raiders, since
British success, even more
than German, depends
upon freedom of supply.

These maps indicate es-
sential features of the naval
campaign. Locations of
naval bases of the various
powers and normal loca-
tions of the major fleet
units are shown by initialed
symbols and battleships,
Principal mine fields and
blockade lines also are in-
dicated in the upper map,
As indicated, the German
and British mine fields off
the German and Danish
coasts overlap, the British
mining the area to Kkeep
German ships in, the Ger-
mans to keep British ves-
sels out.

Throughout the early
part of the World War, un-
til the German fleet was sQ
savagely mauled by the
British at the battle of Jut-
land, May 31, 1916, the
British fleet was main-
tained constantly on the
alert against thrusts in
force by the German high
seas fleet. There is almost
no likelihood of such a
German attack during the
present war because of the
overwhelming  superiority
of the Franco-British fleet.
Germany’s small, new navy
must content itself with
possible raids on small, iso-
lated allied units which can
be assaulted by the “hit and
run” method or in eluding
the blockade to engage in
commerce raiding on the
world’s sea lanes—a risky
procedure, which might in
the long run end in disaster
for the raiders, as it did
during the World War.

Upon the attitude of
Italy must depend Franco-
British naval strategy in
the Mediterranean, and
upon the role of Turkey
any possibility of naval
activities in the Black Sea,
at Germany’s “back door.”
Turkish alignment with the
allied powers tends to insure
opening of the Dardanelles
to the navies of Britain and
France, without necessity of
a full-scale joint naval-land
effort, the success of which,
as during the World War, at
best would prove doubtful.

With Italy in the war
on the German side, Great
Britain and France, despite
their great strength in
Mediterranean fleets and
bases, might find it ex-
ceedingly difficult and
costly to keep open the
route from England to the
East, familiarly known as
“the British life line.” The
alternative would be the
routing of naval vessels and
merchantmen arcund the
Cape of Good Hope to India
and the British possessions
in the Far East and South-
ern Pacific. This would
prove an enormous handi-
cap to both the French and
British.

No effort has been made
on these maps to show na-
val air bases. In general,
such bases are located in
conjunction with the prin-
cipal naval bases, which are
shown. Minor naval avia-
tion bases are subject to
frequent, rapid changes.

The spectacular entrance
of Soviet Russia into the
Baltic naval picture
through its establishment
of the bases shown abo.e,
in Estonia and Latvia espe-
cially, presents a new fac-
tor. The principal German
supply of iron ore comes by
water from Sweden. Safety
of this supply, vital to any
continued German war ef-
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fort, depends now upon the
continued friendliness of
Russia.

Despite superiority of the
Franco-British navies, any
naval attack on Germany
would prove a desperate
undertaking indeed. The
only approaches to the
North German coast are by
way of the Skagerrak, the
Kattegat and the passage
past Copenhagen, all of
which are narrow and de-

fended by German mines,
ships and batteries.

Except for possible iso-
lated events, like the sink-
ing of the Athenia and the
various attacks on British
warships, the naval war
is apt to be unspectacular.
It also will involve the end-
less tending of mine fields
and the sweeping up of
enemy mine fields. Of
course, the sinking and cap-
ture of supply ships may be

expected to continue on
both sides, as will attacks
on isolated naval vessels or
units.

The positions of naval
vessels as shown on the two
maps indicate only approxi-
mately the positions of
blockade and patrol lines,
which are highly mobile in
character and subject to
frequent and rapid changes
to meet varying conditions.
These positions may be

affected by pronounced
weather changes or by re-
ports of enemy ship move-
ments.

These patrol and block-
ade positions, however, serve

to show how thoroughly the |

allied navies are guarding
the great trade routes of
the seas, the heaviest of all
sea trade being over the
routes between the English
Channel and the United
States and between the

channel -and the Mediter-
ranean Sea and SO on
through the Suez Canal
toward the Orient.

In a long-drawn-out war
it is probable that the cru-
cial weapons may in the
long run prove to be ships,
both naval and commercial.
Here the British Empire
holds the advantage by a
vast margin, with 1,181,000
tons of naval vessels and
more than 21,000,000 tons

of merchant marine bot-
toms. Germany has but
178,000 tons of naval vessels
and 4,400,000 tons of com-
mercial shipping. France
adds to the allied total 502,-
000 tons of naval vessels
and nearly 3,000,000 tons of
commercial ships. Italy has
a battle fleet of 417,000 tons
and a merchant marine of
a little less than 3,500,000
tons. Soviet Russia, now
asserting her naval power

in the Baltic, has a naval
fleet aggregating 240,000
tons and 1,300,000 tons of
commercial shipping.

So long as Great Britain
continues to control the
world’s sea lanes she can
expect to maintain the flow
of the world’s raw materials
so essential to an allied vic-
tory. For her, now as al-
ways, the seven seas form
the potential British naval
arena.

Th_g__s_e

Nafions Established
By Treaty

The “rubber” boundaries
of European nations under-
lie the current war.

The Europe of 1919 was
a different Europe from
that of 1914, even as the
Europe of today is different
from that of recent months.

In 1919 at Versailles,
after the World War, the
allies stretched and com-
pressed national boundaries
into different shapes in an
effort to solve once and for
all the racial differences
which had plagued Europe
for centuries.

Nine new nations were
created — Czecho-Slovakia,
Austria, Hungary, Yugo-
slavia, Estonia, Latvia,
Lithuania, Finland and Po-
land. The first four na-
tions were carved out of
Austria - Hungary, which
also lost pieces to Italy and
Poland.

Serbia became Yugoslav-
ia and was enlarged to in-
clude Croatia and Slavonia,
Bosnia, Dalmatia, Herze-
govina and part of Monte-
negro, thus becoming the
kingdom of the Serbs,
Croats and Slovenes. Al-
bania also was enlarged at
the expense of Montenegro.

The total number of
states in Europe was raised
by these partitions from 20
to 27.

Greece took a part of
Bulgaria to extend its
boundary in the west to
Turkey, thus shutting otl
Bulgaria’s access to the
Aegean Sea south of it.

Germany lost Alsace-Lor-
raine in the west to France,
besides the eastern portions
given to help form Poland.
To Denmark went the Dan-
ish portion of Schleswig,
shown on the map of Eu-
rope after Versailles as &
small indentation in the
German-Danish frontier.

The only nations which
kept their original territor-
ies without gain or loss
were Sweden, Norway, Lux-
embourg (a small princl-
pality between Belgium,
France and Germany), Hol-
land, Switzerland, Portugal
and Spain. Although Great
Britain’s territory remained
the same in Europe, it re-
ceived various German col-
onies in Africa and Asia.

Unfortunately, however,
when the allies attempted
to solve racial ditferences,
they initiated economic
ones at the same time.

In losing part of her
western lands to help form
Poland, Germany lost a sec-
tion rich in coal and iron,
one of her principal manu-
facturing centers before the
war. To regain this as well
as to wipe out the Polish
Corridor and regain Dan-
zig, which was made a
Free City under supervision
of the League of Nations,
was Hitler’s alleged aim in
sending his armies into
Poland.

Germany lost another
manufacturing region when
she ceded Alsace-Lorraine
to France after the war. 1t
contains iron and coal
mines and manufactures
cotton, wool, silks, chemi-
cals, glass and paper.

Austria - Hungary before
the war represented almost
a perfect economic unit—
Hungary providing a mar-
ket tor Austria’s manufac-
tured goods and Austria
absorbing the agricultural
products of Hungary.

By breaking up the Aus-
tro-Hungarian empire into
small states, the ailies also
shattered this reciprocal
trade and set up barriers
in the form of national
boundaries. Each nation
set up its own system of
tariffs and import duties so
that unrestricted trade
with its neighbors was no
longer possiple.

A constant source of con-
tention in Eastern Europe
has been the annexation by
Rumania of Russian Bess-
arabia after the war. Rus-
sia still regards Bessarabia
as “occupied territory.”

An agricultural region,
growing cereals, fruit and
wheat, it also contains fine
vineyards. The Dniester
River, now the boundary
between Russia and Ru-
mania, before 1918 was the
main artery for disposing
of this province’s products.
After the annexation, how-
ever, the Dniester no long-
er was available for trade,
causing a disturbance in
the economic life of the
lower Ukraine immediately
bordering on Bessarabia.

Maps Give Background of Present World-Wide Crisis
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This map shows how Europe’s three biggest nations—Germany, Austria-Hungary and Russia—
had expanded their borders by 1914 to include millions of Slavs, Poles and Finns. Poland as an
independent nation had vanished after being partitioned in 1795 among Austria, Prussia and
Russia. The latter took almost three-quarters of the country, the remaining one-fourth being
divided almost equally between Austria and Prussia. Finland. which was conquered by Russin. in.
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1809, retained a portion of her independence and up to 1914 was a semi-independent duchy with
the Czar of Russia as grand-duke. Austria-Hungary ruled over the Czechs and Slovaks extend-
ing along her northern border and the provinces of Croatia and Slavonia, Bosnia, Dalmatia and
Herzegovina in the south. These had been wrested from the Turks in 1878 and annexed to Austria.
Germany had received Alsace-Lorraine from France after the Franco-Prussian War in 1871.

~ AFTER
VERSAILLES

yﬁi\“

1

\

| “ |
oI
L oz:;‘:a,::.'s ?2::2 ii““"w;m;:m!l“ \\“i“i%"““%
Nl
Sogia "” ‘
iy AL UZS

™

'M

L SR
- - ()
S\, e v PN & a‘ o
% PO
N e, D E e
Alvie ‘\‘i "“"—."' "e "U/“é‘ 8L O
0y s RIN s
%Il ol .R’,‘ D) Yov = &
W T ¢
” Q"l'm' = QUAS >
i\ I
3 T L
% Q '"“‘.'"‘". %“. "' 3
i E’w'{‘.‘
"':\“."' ; éé«“ v
.

MADRID! ¢ -

Cqns

' 5
o 7,90\ o€
W e L i, T
K

W\
Y, w

’ A / TN
A 5 <Y, N
N V., SN = “
) . s . .
5 HIEN 3 AT <
X LT N # A Wi, M
5 (h R
A pIs ANl ‘
:'ﬁ: A\s SY W N S b5

Z >

Zs v \ ! 50 B SRS
3 s
p ' : ) :
( SSHERY NS

NS
s . '
;| X8 A 1,
48 = * ¢
| 256
S s
e =
s 0
S bt L Q
&S
<

%\? MOSCOW v
[ ]

-8
S
o . i

i
- A h'

g oIS < 5

O <
oy

MARSHES Dy, N R
g
UKRAINE > R,

—
2 ¢ \

B

QK @
¢, BELGRADE

\/.
N

o\\‘s 5

Y\ \\‘.
Q

D () "y
Y % 3 g

N .
% RO L i : ;
¢ g,‘,. RS l,ll\\\'.'//ll“lo ‘///"\\\’

° -
KIS

g,
" 14,

(\ 0 W,

§
S0 2 eng\, SV,
A“""\ ":'4 N R = 71“\:\‘ A
2, S ) 7,
S ‘.~ z AN AW Wi
: I i %
Y = : & $may T :
I 9 n ;?"\\\\‘ oy, T
?

% (1Y T | 1)
LIN) s Wy .\\U/,é,
W

A study of this map reveals the extent to which Europe was changed after the World War.
Three .na.tions disappeared altogether. They were Austria-Hungary, Montenegro, seen just above
Albfznza in the pre-war map of Europe, and Serbia. The Russian empire’s western frontier was
split up to form Finland, Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. All of Russian Poland was taken away
to form part of Independent Poland, which also included part of Eastern Germany. Russia also

lost Bessarabia on the Rumanian frontier to Rumania, which extended its boundary with Russia
to the Dniester River. The Polish Corridor, which may be seen separating Germany proper from
East Prussia, was designed by the allies to give Poland an outlet to the sea and also because il was
said to be more Polish than German. It was this wedge driven into Germany in the northeast
that proved especially irritating to Chancellor Hitler.



